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the Tranſactions of thoſe Times, are fully con- 1 
ſidered and fairly diſcuſſed, by the Evidence of "i 
authentic Hiſtory, corroborated by genuine Let- . i 
ters: Whereby the Conduct and Characters of 1 
both Queens are ſet in a true Light, and are 1 
retrieved from the ſcandalous and malicious i 
Aſperſions, which they have ſuffered by the 9 
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To His GRACE 
The Duke of - VOR FO LA, 
Hereditary Earl Marſhal of England. 


Ay it pleaſe your Grace, 


HOPE you will pardon. my Pre- 
e ſumption in laying the following 
Sheets at your Feet, as the Cauſe of 
Truth can no where claim ſo juſt 
W Patronage as that of the Great, 
Noble, and Diſintereſted. And as 
the preſent Piece, that craves your Grace's Pro- 
tection, is wrote with no other View than to free 
Mankind from the Prejudice they may have imbibed 
through the Partiality of ſome Hiſtorians ; I flatter 
myſelf that ſuch a juſt Deſign, executed with 
becoming Diligence, will merit your Grace's 
Sanction. 
The Hiſtories wrote in thoſe obſcure Times, 
wherein I have attempted to penetrate, ſeem more 
to regard the ſerving a Party, or flattering a crowned 
Head, than with any View to the tranſmitting 
Facts down to latter Ages with Truth and Sincerity. 
However, in order to acquire Veracity, I have, in 
this 
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this ſmall Work, ſpared for no Pains in comparin: 
the ſeveral Hiſtorians, both Engliſh and 95, 
together, and collated the beſt, with ſuch original 
Letters, as are to be met with in publick Repoſi- 
tories. o 
I might, indeed, rather than to trouble your 
Grace, have offered theſe Sheets to the Patronage 
of ſeveral of the Nobility, related by Blood to 
Mary Queen of Scots > Pur W by ſuch a Pro- 
ceeding, I ſhould hazard the Imputation of Parti- 
ality, I choſe rather to dedicate them to your Grace; 
eſpecially as ſome of your renowned Predeceſſors 
were deeply concerned in the Tranſactions of that 
Age, which I have ventured to enquire into ; and, 
I hope, that I have ſet the exalted Character of one 
of them in that juſt and true Light, wherein it 
deſerves to be eſtabliſhed, notwithſtanding the 
malicious Endeavours of Party and Faction to the 
Contrary. i 1 
As the Virtues and Endowments of your Graces 

Progenitors ſeem as Hereditary as their Titles, it 
were needleſs tor me to ſpecify their all concentring 
in your own Perſon; where they procure you the 
Love and Eſteem of the Great, the Noble, the 
unprejudiced and worthy Part of Mankind: And 
that they may ever continue to preſerve the fame, 
is the fervent With of, 


Tour GRACE'S 
Moſt humble, - 
And moſt obedient Servant, 
The AUTHOR. 


PREJUDICE 


IF. 


Detected by 
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The INTRODUCTION, 


£OWEVER apparent the Advan- 
tages accruing to Society from an 
Yrs impartial Repreſentation of paſt 


as 


TIE Events, however ſtrong the Obli- 
n gations under which an Author 
WF A11 lyes to be directed in his Hiſtorical 
| Narrations by Candour and Truth, 
yet it is the Misfortune of Engliſomen, and remark*d 
by all our Neighbours, that.none of us are capable 
of tranſmitting to Poſterity the moſt trifling Occur- 
rences, without manifeſtly betraying ſome partial 
Inclination to conceal, evade, or pervert the Truth, 
to the ſelfiſh Purpoſes of ſome prevailing Faction, 
or the baſer Motives of Paſſion, Malice, and 
Revenge. | 

If we were to compare not only Hiſtory writ at 
different Periods of Time, but the Works of co- 
temporary Writers upon the ſame Subject, we 
ſhould be tempted to conclude, that not only the 
Authors were different, but that the Tranſactions 
| B they 
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CEP: _ 
they treated of were of ſome other Age or Country; 
ſo maniteſt are the Contradictions, and ſo great 
the Diſagreement, that ſubſiſt between their Re- 
lations. N | 

That theſe Blemiſhes in our Annals are not owing 
to want of Ability, in thoſe who have undertaken 
the Province of Hiſtorical Writers, 1s apparent 
from the Works themſelves: A Maſterly Style, 
Method, and Perſpicuity, diſcover themſelves in 
a great many of our Authors; but there is wantin 
that diſintereſted and impartial Diſpoſition, that Zeal 
and warm Attachment to Truth, which gives Life, 
Spirit, and intrinſick Worth, to every Performance 
of this Kind: Thoſe Talents that ought only to be 
employ*d in the Service of Vertue and ineſtimable 
Truth, are proftituted to give a falſe Gloſs to ſome 
mean Deſign, and conceal the monſtrous Enormity 
of ſome party Motive. 

The many Parties and Factions, which the Free- 
dom of our happy Conſtitution in fome Meaſure 
gives Birth to, may be one great Reaſon why Au- 
thors, perhaps, when they themſelves are not aware 

f it, are led into partial Repreſentations of Facts 
that have happen'd in their own Time: They have, 

erhaps, ſpent moſt of their Hours in one Set of 
aal, and, by that Means, have adapted their 
Notions, and habituated themſelves to view all 
publick Tranſactions in that peculiar Light. With 
thoſe Prepoſſeſſions they ſit down to write, and 
ſeldom give themſelves the Trouble to examine any 
Thing that does not favour their pre- conceived 
Notion of Things; they may be apt enough to give 
the Publick whatever they think may ſerve to cor- 
roborate their own Conjectures; but ſuch Materials 
as are calculated to deſtroy their favourite Syſtem 
are never enquired after, or, if they are found, 
they are induſtriouſly conceal'd. Thus the preſent 
and future Generation are only made yt? 

; wit 


— 


1 
with one Side of the Queſtion; and, inſtead of 


hiſtorical Facts, are obliged to fall in wich the 
Sentiments of a particular Faction. 


But if Hiſtorians would diveſt themſelves of 


all private Prepoſſeſſions, and compile their Annals 
from the proper Materials, ſuch as publick Records, 
Letters, and the private Corretpondence of great 
and eminent Men, employ'd or entruſted with the 
Secret of publick Tranſactions, we ſhould be no 
more at a Loſs about Events paſs'd, or to come 
at the Truth of the moſt ſecret Tranſactions of the 
preceding Ages, 

That very little Regard has been had to thoſe 
neceſſary Helps in Compiling our Engliſb Hiſtory, 
is a Truth but too manifeſt. We ſee in all of them 
the ſecret Springs of Action attempted to be laid 
open, and Characters of Men and Facts are every 
where to be met with; but upon what Foundation 
is this Superſtructure rais*d? Upon nothing more 
ſolid than the Author's Conjecture, ſupported by 
no better Authority than his ſimple Iſe Dixit: 
Whereas the Springs of Action ſhould diſcloſe 
themſelves from the Narration, and the Character 
of the Man ſhould be drawn by himſelf, at leaſt 


by ſuch as were perſonally acquainted with him, 


and thoſe Tranſactions which make him re- 
markable. | 
It is for this Conſideration, that private Letters, 
on ſuch Subjects as are of Moment, are look*d upon 
by all wiſe Men as the beſt Materials for a Com- 
piler of Hiſtory, eſpecially when written to intimate 
Friends, and the real Sentiments of the Heart 
appears, without that Diſguiſe which Cunning, 
Diſſimulation, and State Policy obliges him to 
wear at other Times. | 
Therefore we hope the Publick will think it no 
:mproper Work, to endeavour, by comparing Ori- 
ginal Letters with authentick Narratives, to rectify 
B 2 ſuch 
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41 
ſuch Miſtakes as have crept into the Engliſb Hiſtory, 
thro' Ignorance or Malice, during the greateſt Part 
of the happy Reign of the glorious Queen Eliza- 
beth. In the Relation of which, as we have no 
other Motive but Regard for Truth, and the right 
Information of Poſterity, we hope to give no juſt 
Offence to any Party and Set of Men in the King- 
dom. We ſhall barely ſtate the Facts controverted, 
from the Hiſtorians of beſt Note, that have written 
of that Age, and tranſcribe the Letters faithfully 
from the Original, that ſeem in our Judgment to 
ſettle the Matter in Diſpute, leaving the Publick 
to be Judges from the Evidence we produce. 

Among ſuch Original Letters, we met with 
many that gave us ſeveral Hints in Matters of 
ſmaller Hiſtorical Moment, and ſome that con- 
tradicted our moſt accurate Writers in Point of 
Chronology : But, leſt 1 ſhould tire the Reader, 
J have omitted moſt of theſe, and ſelected out 
ſuch only as relate to Events truly remarkable in 
themſelves, or that became conſiderable by their 
Effect. 80 

There is no Point of Engliſb Hiſtory ſo much 
perplexed with ſeeming Contradictions, or about 
which our Hiſtorians are ſo little agreed, as in what 
relates to that unfortunate Princeſs, Mary Queen of 
Scots: Tho' I know no Period of Hiſtory ſo much 
labour'd by our Writers, in order to reconcile Pub- 
lick Facts and Events, to the Views and Cha- 
racters of the Perſons concern'd. 

The general Run of Engliſh Writers, with ſome 
Scots Hiſtorians, attach'd to the then prevailing 
Factions in both Kingdoms, have exhauſted their 
whole Stock of Eloquence, to paint Queen Elizabeth 
as one of the greateſt, and moſt equitable Sove- 
reigns, that ever ſway'd a Scepter: They have de- 
ſcribed her more than Woman; ſomething border- 
ing upon Divinity, free from all the Frailties ans 

5 | only 


wa, [5] 
only of her Sex, but even thoſe that are commonly 
thought inſeparable from Humanity ; while, at the 
ſame Time, they have given us a Picture of her 
Rival, Queen Mary of Scotland, as if a Monſter 
had ſat for it: Every Feature is diſtorted, every 
Lineament beſpeaks the Demon rather than the 
Woman; in a Word, as. they have elevated the 
one above human Nature, they have debas'd the 
other below it. On the other Hand, the Tribe of 
Writers on the oppoſite Side have been even with 
their Antagoniſts ; they have ſtrip'd the Great 
Queen Elizabeth of every amiable Qualification, as 
a Woman; of every Principle of found Policy, as 
a Sovereign; and retorted, as much as in them all 
lay, the Calumny with which her Adulators had 
beſpatter*d the Queen of Scots; and have painted 
that ill fated Queen with every exaggerated Eulogium 
due to the moſt amiable, and the moſt virtuous 
Princeſs on Earth. 

Each Party have their Advocates, each have 
produced a Cloud of Witneſſes in ſupport of their 
contradictory Characters : How then muſt this Age 
judge? How get rid of that Heap of Rubbiſh, 
that Chaos of Scandal and Flattery, with which 
Truth 1s at preſent enveloped ? Only by diveſting 
ourſelves of all Prepoſſeſſions in Favour of the prin- 
cipal Actors; and that blind Regard to Names, 
made venerable by mouldy Antiquity, that are too 
apt to prejudice the Mind, and miſlead the Judg- 
ment, in our Reſearches into Truth. 


The Principal Points which I intend in this Work 
; to examine into are theſe, viz. 1ſt, How far the 
K Part acted by the Engliſb Queen, previous to the 
7 Flight of Queen Mary from Scotland into England, 
- (that 1s, the Intrigue carried on by her Miniſters in 
- that Kingdom during thoſe Broils, which preceded 
1 that Event) was conſiſtent with the Laws of good 
t Neighbourhood, ſubſiſting between the two Na- 
y | tions, 


161 


tions, or juſtified by the Principles of ſound Policy. 
. 2dly, How far the Impriſonment of the Queen of 


Scots was conſonant to the Laws of Hoſpitality, the 
ſacred Right of Crown'd Heads, or the Principles 
of Equity and Humanity, upon: which Queen 
Elizabeth valued herſelf ſo much. gdly, Whether 
Mary Queen of Scots was, or was not concern'd in 
the Murder of her Huſband, the Lord Darley. 
4thly, How far, ſuppoſing that Fact true, and her 
After-Marriage with Bothwel the principal Agent 
in that horrid Murder, it could juſtify Queen Eli- 
zabeth in delivering Mary Priſoner, at the Requeſt 
of her Rebellious Subjects. 5:hly, How far the 
Trial, Condemnation, and Execution of that Prin- 
ceſs, by the Government of England, was juſti- 
flable by the Law of Nations. And, laſtly, if, or 
not, Queen Elizabeth was actually conſenting to 
her Death; and how much of Malice and female 
Emulation, as well as true Policy, determined her 
in that unprecedented Step. Theſe are Points that 
are abſolutely controverted by moſt of our Hiſto- 
rians, and by all of them left dubious; though, 
by their Importance, it would ſeem they ſhould 
have employ' d their greateſt Attention to clear 


them up to the Publick, as they ſerve to eſtabliſh 


the true Character of both the Queens, and gives 


us Light into the real Motive by which each were 


actuated. | 

But, before I proceed to clear up theſe knotty 
Points, I mult, for the Sake of ſuch of my Readers 
as are not fully acquainted with the Tranſactions of 


that Century, give a brief Account of the Life of 


Mary Queen of Scots, down to the Period of her 


Flight from that Kingdom ; which will help the 
Reader to frame a better Judgment of thoſe 


controverted Points, that we have propoſed to 


diſcuſs. 
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Queen MARY, 


Down to her Arrival in England. 


AR Queen of Scots was Daughter, 
and ſole Heireſs of James the Vth of 
I, N Scotland, by his ſecond Wife, Siſter 
Ra ir to the Duke of Guiſe, and Grand- 
ot daughter to Margaret, Daughter of 
Henry the VIIth of England; by which ſhe was 
not only Queen of Scotland, = Heireſs of the 
Crown of England, failing Iſſue of Queen El- 
zabeth: A Title which, perhaps, was her greateſt 
Crime, and haſten'd on that unhappy Cataſtrophe, 
wang ended her Life. 


She 


— ni Doren eat. Sao 


(2) 
She was born at a Time when her Country was 
involv'd in the utmoſt Miſery, five Days before the 
fatal Battle of Flowgden, where a great Number of 
the prime Nobility of Scotland loſt their Lives and 
Liberties, which ſo ſenſibly affected the King, that 
he but a few Days ſurvived it, leaving the Crown to 
his Infant Daughter, and his Country a Prey to the 
Fury of Faction and civil Diſcord at Home, and 
the Inſults of a haughty Enemy from Abroad. He 
died the 13th of December, 1542, and was buried 
the latter end of January following. 

- The King was ſcarce cold, when the Country 
began to feel the Effects of factious Rage, and in- 
teſtine Broils. The Queen Mother flatter*d herſelf 
ſhe would be preferr'd to the Regency during the 
Minority of the Infant Queen ; but Cardinal Beaton, 
Archbiſhop of St. Andrews, took upon him to 
forge a Will for the deceas'd King, by which he 
himſelf, with three others of the Nobility whom 
he ſhould chuſe as Acceſſors, were appointed to 
execute the Office of Regency : However, this 
Impoſtor did not long continue his Uſurpation; 
the Cheat was diſcover'd, and the Cardinal impri- 
fon'd; but was ſaved (unhappily for his Country) 
from any further Puniſhment, out of Regard to his 
Character in the Church; and James Hamilton, Earl 
of Arran, was choſen Regent by the Convention of 
Eſtates, notwithſtanding the Intrigues of the Queen 
Mother to oppoſe him. 

Henry the VIIIth, tho' then at War with Scot- 
land, no ſooner heard of the King's Death, and 


that he had left no Iſſue, but an Infant Daughter, 


than it occurr'd to him that this was a fit Oppor- 
tunity to bring about the much wiſn'd for Union 
of the Crowns, by a Marriage between his Son 
Edward and the young Queen of Scotland. The 
Advantages that would accrue to England from ſuch | 
a Match were too apparent not to be _—_ 

_ ately 
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poſe publickly both a Peace and the Match. The 


5 ” 
ately foreſeen by a Prince leſs penetrating than 
Henry the VIIIth. And ſeveral Circumſtances con- 


curr'd to promiſe him Succeſs in conquering that 


Averſion the Scots Nation had entertain*d againſt 
any Friendſhip or Alliance with England; eſpecially 


fuch as tended to bring them under any Depend- 


ance on that Crown, which a Matrimonial Alliance 
was the molt likely to do, ** | 
The Succeſs of the Duke of Norfolk, in the laſt 
mention*d Battle againſt the Scots, had put into 
Henry's Hands ſome of the leading Men of that 
Nation : Men eminent both for Rank, Parts and 
Influence, And there had -been ſome other Pri- 
foners of Note taken before, and ſome Refugees, 


who had fled from Scotland into England, during 
the weak Adminiſtration of the late King, and his 


worthleſs Favourite Oliver Sinclair. All theſe 
Henry intended to Practice upon, and to make 
their natural Deſire of Liberty ſubſervient to his 
politick Views. To this Purpoſe, the Priſoners 
are treated with great Reſpect, and the Advantages 
of an Engliſh Alliance painted in the moſt engaging 
Colours. The crafty Henry ſoon found Means to 
diſcover their weak Side: That all of them were 
fond of Liberty, ſome of them were dazzled with 


the Pomp and Promiſes of an Engliſb Court, and 
others were capable of being wrought upon by 


that never failing Argument perſuaſive Gold, He 
apply*d himſelf to each of their Foibles, till he had 
moulded them all into one Way of Thinking, and 
prevail'd on them to approve the Mateh, to pro- 
mile to get it effected in Scotland, or return again 


his Priſoners; for the Performance of which they 


gave him Hoſtages, and ſet out for their own 


Country to execute Henry's Scheme. 


Sir Ralph Sadler was ſent from King Henry to 
the States of Scotland as his Ambaſſador, to pro- 


E Ambaſ- 
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Ambaſſadors met wich little Oppoſition i in that 
Aſſembly: They were over-perſwaded by their 
newly-return'd Countrymen to patch up a Peace, 
and conclude the Match with England 

The Tranquility occaſion'd by this ſudden patch'd 
up Peace did not continue long; for the Cardinal 
Archbiſhop having obtain*d is Liberty, ſet all his 
Engines to work in order to prevent the Match 
with England He repreſented to the Queen- 
Mother 8 rigid Papiſt) the Danger which this Al- 
hance was likely to produce to the eſtabl.ſh'd Re- 
ligion of the Kingdom, by admitting to the matri- 
monial Crown, a Prince educated in Principles op- 
poſite to the See of Rome. As alſo the Probability 
there was, that an Alliance with Eugland would 
deſtroy the antient League with France, at that 
Time look'd upon as a National Advantage, on 
account of the many Privileges then enjoy'd by 
the Scots, in point of Commerce, and Places at 
the French Court. Theſe Suggeſtions wrought 
upon the Queen, naturally a Bigot to her Reli- 
gion, and ſpirited up by her Brothers the Guiſes, 
profeſs*d Enemies to the Intereſt of England. She 
ſupply'd the officious Cardinal with large Sums of 
Money, which enabled him to bribe ſome of the 
Scots Nobility, and prevail on them to lend their 
Aſſiſtance in diſappointing the lately concluded 
Match, A Faction was inſtantly form*d againſt 
the Regent Hamilton, headed by the Queen- Mother 
and The Cardinal; but they ſtill found themſelves 
too weak for that Nobleman, as he was ſupported 
by the Power and Intereſt of the Eng liſb King. 
They therefore wrote to the French King, to ſend 
over into Scotland Matthew Earl of Lenox, between 
whom and the Houle of Hamilton there was an in- 
veterate Enmity. The King of France found it too 
much his Intereſt to diſappoint King Henry's Views 
upon Sco//and, to heſitate one Moment falling into 
the 


( 1x ) 
the Meaſures of the Faction in that Kingdom. The 
Earl of Lenox came over and join'd the Party, 
which gave ſome Countenance to their Proceedings, 
as he was next Heir to the Crown, failing Ifiue of 
the Infant Queen, and was made to hope that he 
might marry the Queen- Mother. | 

The Regent Hanilton got ſome Intelligence of 
the Storm that was gachering, and judged that he 
muſt be made a Sacrifice, if tae Scheme of the Party 
ſucceeded without his Participation : He therefore 
was prevail'd on by the Queen and Cardinal to ap- 
prove of their Meaſures, and to promiſe to be 
directed by them. This alienated them from the 
| Intereſt of Lenox, whoſe Aſſiſtance they had only 
courted purely in Od:;um to the Regent: The French 
King was likewiſe prevail'd on to deſert him, ſince 
Hamliton was now brought over to his Intereſt, and 
had engaged to oppoſe England with all his Power, 
which, by the Coalition, was now greater than that 
of L-nox. | 

The Earl of Lenox finding himſelf ſlighted and 
circumvented, both by his Party in Scotland, and 
his Patron the King of France, politically reſolved 
to change Side, and to take Part with King Henry. 
He made his Eſcape from Scotland, and was received 
by the King of England with great Marks of Eſteem 
and Friendſhip; who promiſed him Protection, 
and gave him in Marriage Margaret, Daughter 
of his Sifter Margaret, Mother of King James 
the Vth, by her ſccond Huſband Douglas Earl of 
Angus; of which Marriage the unhappy Lord 
Darnley, Huſband to Mary Queen of Scotland, was 
the Iſſue. 

King Henry was ſo bent upon the Match, that 
he commenced Hoſtilities againſt Scotland, which 
laſted all the Remainder of his Reign, without 
his being able to makò any Impreſſion upon 'hole 
who govern'd that Kingdom, who were ſupported 
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with Men, Money, and Ammunition, by * King 


of France. 


Edward the VIth ſucceeded to the Crown of 
England, in the Year 1547. The Duke of So- 
merſet, then Protector, was equally zealous to brin 
about the Match, and for that Purpoſe made Over- 
tures to the Government of Scotland; but tro no 
Purpoſe. He therefore thought to take Advantage 


of the Convulſion raiſed in the Kingdom by the 


Diſputes about Religion, (which were carried on 
by both Parties without Decency, or Chriſtian 
Charity,) by attacking them, thus divided by in- 
teſtine Broils, with a powerful Army. He entered 
Scotland, and obtain'd a conſiderable Victory over 
the Scots, near Preſton, upon the 10th of September, 
1547. But this had a contrary Effect to what he 
propoſed, it encreas*d the Enmity of that People 
to the Engliſh; united them all in one Intereſt to 
oppoſe the Engliſh Pretenſions; and to throw them- 


ſelves into the Arms of France for Prot:C&ion. 


There were no doubt many of them who wiſh*d 
ſincerely for the Marriage of their Queen with the 
King of England, but they could not bear to be 
bully*d into his Meaſures; *tis the Nature of that 
People to become obſtinate by Oppoſition ; T hreats, | 
Menaces, and Oppreſſion ſerve to raiſe their Reſent- 
ment: Whereas there is no People on the Face of 
the Earth more eaſily wrought upon by perſwaſive 
Meaſures, eaſily cajol'd, and bubbled out of every 
Thing; but, by Oppoſition, become tenacious of 
meer Trifles, 


The Infant-Queen, upon the Defeat near Preſton, 
was ſent to Dumbarton Caſtle for the Security of 


her Perſon, And the next Year, 1548, the French 
King having fent conſiderable Succours to his Party 
in Scotland, the Ships which brought them over, 
by Order of the Eſtates of that Kingdom, were 
ordered to 8⁰ about the North of Scotland, and to 


take 


( 13) 
take on Board the young Queen from Dumbarton. 
They landed her at Breſt, and ſne was afterwards 
conveyed by eaſy Journies to Paris. 

Upon her Arrival, there were two Parties form'd 
in the Court of France. The Guiſes and the 
Duke of Lorrain, Brothers to the Queen- Mother, 
and Uncles to the Infant-Queen of Scotland, on 
one Hand, propoſed immediately marrying her to 
the Dauphin : But the old Conſtable Monimorency, 
and ſome other Courtiers, were for marrying her 
to ſome Peer of France, and ſending them both 
over to Scotland, to preſerve the Peace of the Na- 
tion. However, the Intereſt of the Guiſes, who 
were fond of this additional Honour to their Houſe, 
and the natural Deſire the French had to make Scot- 
land a Province of France, prevaiPd ſor the Mar- 
riage with the Dauphin, 

Thus far the French Party in Scotland prevail'd, 
but they had been obliged to make ſome Conceſſion, 
in order to bring about their Schemes, which now 
embarraſs*d them. The Queen- Mother had not 
only in view to diſappoint the Eugliſb Alliance, and 
to promote that with France to humour her Brother 
but ſhe wanted to wreſt the Regency out of the 
Hands of Hamilton into her own. To effect theſe, 
ſhe had been obliged to make uſe of the Aſſiſtance 
of the leading Men of the Reformed Religion; and, 
on that Account, was conſtrain'd to connive at the 
Exerciſe of their Religion, and to put ſome Re- 
ſtraint upon the Popiſh Clergy from giving them 
that Diſturbance, which their own Inclination, and 


the Contrivance of the Eſtabliſh*d Conſticution 


prompted them to. 

By this Indulgence, and the Protection of Queen 
Elizabeth, now upon the Throne of England, the 
Proteſtants gather*d ſuch Strength in the Kingdom, 
that it was a difficult Matter to ſuppreſs them, 
which the Queen-Mother intended, having and 


614) 


by their Help the two grand Points ſhe had in 


View, the French Marriage, and herſelf choſen 
Regent ; which laſt ſhe accompliſh'd by perſwad- 
ing, or rather menacing Hamilton to a Reſigna- 
tion. 

She acquainted the er Nobility, among the 
Reform'd, that ſhe had expreſs Orders from the 
Queen their Sovereign, and her Huſband Francis, 
now King of France, to prolecute ſuch, with all 


the Rigour of the Laws, as would not recant the 


Errors of the new Hereſy, The Proteſtant Lords 
gave the Queen-Regent as reſolute an Anſwer, and 
both Partics prepared to decide the Religious Con- 
troverſy by the Sword, Queen Elizabeth openly 
join'd the Proteſtants, both on account of Religion 
and Policy ; and the Realon ſhe publickly aflige'd 


was, that the Queen of Scotland, and her Huſband 


Francis, had aſſumed the Regal Titles and Arms of 
England, The Proteftants aſſociated themſelves by 
the Name of the Lords of the Congregatio:, and 
the Mob fell to deſtroying Churches, Monaſteries, 
Images, and every Thing that had the leaſt Re- 
ſemblance to Popery; in which they were ſupported 
by the Lords of the Congregation, The Queen-Re- 
gent attempted to oppoſe them, but ſhe was too 
weak for the Popular Torrent: They, with the 
Aſſiſtance of the Erglih Fleer, laid Siege to the 
Tow: of Leith, where the 1 rench, in the Bay of 
Scotland, had entrench*d themſelves; in the Interim 
of which, the Qucen-Regent died of meer Grief, 
on the oth of July, 1559. 

Her Death leit the Froteſtants able to ſtruggle 


with thoſe of the oppoſite- Intereſt; who made a 


Virtue of Neceſſity, and ſubmitted to the Times, 
A Peace was concluded with Queen Elizabeth ; 
by which it was agreed, thai the then Queen of 
Scotland, and her Huſband, ſhould leave out the 
Arms and Titles of England; that the French in 
Scotland 


(25) 
Scotland ſhould be tranſparted to France in the 
Qucen of England's Ships; and that the Lords of 
the Congregation, and their Party, ſhould be ailow'd 
the tree Exerciſe of their Kcligion. 

This Treaty, called the Treaty of Edinburgh, or 
_ Leith, was concluded on the Part of England by 
Sir Filliam Cecil, and Dr. Nicholas Wotton, Dean 


of York; and was afterwards ratified by her Majeſty; | 


but the Queen of Scotland could never be prevail'd 
on to ratify it, on her Part, either while ſhe re- 


main*d in France, or after her Return io Scotland. 


While ſhe remain'd under the Influence of her 
Huſband the King of France, there was ſome plau- 
ſible Excuſe for her Refuſal, but her Obſtinacy after 
ſhe return'd to her own Kingdom, is one of «thoſe 
Steps in her Conduct which cannot be accounted 
for; and afforded Qucen Eligabetb, and the Engliſh 
Miniſtry, a plauſible Pretence to intermeddle with 
and embarraſs her Affairs. 

Francis the IId of France dying by one acci- 
dental Blow at a Tournament, left the Queen of 
Scotland a Widow, without much Experience in 
Matters of Government, and much leſs acquainted 
with the State of her native Kingdom, or the Tem- 
per and Diſpoſition of her Subjects. However, as 
a Coolneſs ſoon after enſued between her and the 
Queen-Mother of France, ſhe reſolved to leave 
that Court, and return to her own Country; having 
firſt viſited her Uncles the Dukes of Lorrain and 
Guiſe. She demanded a Paſs- port from Queen 
Elizabeth, for heifelf and her Retinue to pals by 
Sea, but was refuſed it, and ſome Ships were ſent 
our fo intercept her in her Paſſage; but, by the 
Help of a Fog, ſhe arrived ſafe in Scotland. 

ike. long upſericd State of the Government of 
thac Kingdom, made her Appearance very accept- 
able to tne People; and her Deportment to all 

Ranks, 
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Ranks, for the firſt Years of her Reign, was ſuch as 
gain'd her the ſincere Affections of her Subjects. 

She was conducted in all her Affairs by the Prior 
of St. Andrew*s, her Baſtard Brother, a Proteſtant, 
whom ſhe created Earl of Murray, and Secretary 
Ladington. Theſe two, by their Intereſt with the 
Earl of Leiceſter, and Secretary Cecil, the two great 
Favourites of Queen Elizabeth, kept a ſeeming 
Amity between the two Queens, and hindred any 
Animoſity from breaking out for a conſiderable 
Time ; but at laſt Female Jealouſy got the Aſcend- 
ant over their Policy, and laid the Foundation of 
that Enmity which diſturb'd the Repoſe of the one, 
and ended in the Ruin of the other . 

The Queen of Scotland being now Dowager of 
one of the moſt potent Kingdoms of Europe, poſ- 
ſeſs'd of another in her own Right, and the next in 
Succeſſion to the Crown of England and Ireland, 
in the Prime of her Youth, and eſteem'd one of the 
fineſt Women of the Age, it was no Wonder to 
find ſeveral Matches propoſed to her: Amongſt 
the reſt, the Arch-Duke Charles of Auſtria, younger 
Son to the Emperor Ferdinand, made his Addreſſes. 
The Queen of Scotland was in no Manner averſe 
to Marriage in general, nor to this Match in par- 
ticular, as it was recommended to her by her Uncle 
the Duke of Lorrain; therefore, upon the Propoſal 
being made to her, ſhe acquainted her Siſter-Queen 
Elizabeth, and deſired her Advice. That Queen, 
whither piqued that Queen Mary ſhould be married 
before her, or out of political Views, ſeemed to 
diſſwade her from that Match; and, in the mean 
Time, ſet her Agents at Work to negociate a Mar- 
riage between herſelf and the Arch-Duke Charles; 
which tho' it did not take Effect, yet diſcovered to 
Queen Mary a Diſpoſition in the Engliſß Queen to 
circumvent her, in a Point which few Women care 
to have a Rival in; and rais'd in them both a Diſ- 


guſt, 


( 7 2) 
ouſt, which only State Policy obliged them ta 
ſtifle. 

Queen Elizabeth, the more to divert Queen 
Mary from the foreign Alliance, propoſed to her 
the Marriage of the Earl of Leiceſter; and profer*d, 
in caſe of her marrying him, or any other Engliſh 
Peer ſhe ſhould approve, to declare the Succeſſion 
of the Crown of England in her Favour. But in 
this Queen Elizabeth was not ſincere; ſhe only had 
in View, as I have obſerved, to break off the pro- 
poſed Match with the Arch-Duke, but was not 
willing the Match with Leiceſter ſhould ſucceed ; as 
that Nobleman had made Pretenſions to herlelf, 
which ſhe had not then fully reſolved to reject, 
eſpecially in Favour of Queen Mary. Therefore, 
as ſooh as ſhe found Matters farther advanced, than 
ſhe enclined to, ſhe ſecretly laid Obſtacles in the 
Way; and, at laſt, ſent down to Scotland the Lord 
Darnley, Son of the Earl of Lenox, eſteem'd one 
of the handſomeſt Men of the Age, to engage, 
if poſſible, the young Queen of Scotland's Aﬀec- 
tions. But as if ſhe had no Intention Queen Mary 
ſhould marry t all, in her Letters to that Queen, 
ſhe caution'd her from ſhewing too great Favour to 
the Earl of Lenox, for fear of diſobliging the 
Houſe of Hamilton; and by that Means giving 
Birth to Faction and inteſtine Broils in her King- 
dom. The oppoſing in this Manner every Match 


that was propoſed, ſo exaſperated Queen Mary, that 


in her Anſwer to Queen Elizabeth's Letter to her 


on that Subject, ſhe let drop ſome Expreſſions 


which rd a Coldneſs, and ſtopt all Inter- 
courſe of Letters between them for ſome Time. 
The Lord Darnley arrived in Scotland, and had 
his firſt Interview with the Queen at Veems, in the 
Shire of Fife; where her Majeſty was upon a Pro- 
greſs. He was very well received, and, in ſome 
D little 
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little Time made Propoſals of Marriage, which 
the Queen took Time to deliberate on. 

Queen Elizabeth, finding that this Match was 
likely to ſucceed, declared openly againſt it by her 
Ambaſſador ; and commanded the Lord Daruley, 
as à Subject born in England, and poſſeſſed of 
Eſtates there, to return upon his Allegiance; but 
the Proſpect of a Crown, and a fair Princeſs, were 
ſtrong Allurements to detain him there, therefore 
he difobeyed the Command. Queen Elizabeth then 
wrought upon the Hamilton Faction to oppoſe the 
Match, and they, to cover their Diſloyalty and Re- 
bellion, made Religion a Party to the Quarrel : 
They pretended the Reform'd Doctrines was in 
Danger from this Marriage ; tho* both the Lord 
Darnley, his Father, and all his Family were Pro- 
teſtants ; but ſome Excuſe muſt be made for their 
Proceedings, and the very Sound of Religion, in 
thoſe Days, was ſufficient to inflame the Populace 
which was their Aim. Queen Elizabeth KS 
to protect them, and that ſhe would riſque her 
Crown in their Behalf, in caſe they were put in any 
Danger by oppoſing this Match. Thus encou- 
raged, they addreſs'd the Queen againſt her pro- 
poſed Marriage; and finding their Remonſtrances 
were receive with Indifference, they reſolved to 
effect their Deſigns by Force. The Duke of Ha- 
milton, the Earls of Argyle, Rothes, Murray, and 
Glencium, with ſome leading Commoners of the 
Hamilton Faction, attempted to ſeize the Lord 
Darnley in the Queen's Company, at the Houſe of 
New Biath, in order to ſend him Priſoner into 
England; yet happening to be diſappointed of their 
Aim, they fled to England for Refuge; expecting 
Performance of the mighty Promiſes Queen Eliza- 
belb had made them, when ſhe perſwaded them to 
renounce their Loyalty to their lawful Sovereign. 
But they, were made acquainted with a Stroke * 

that 


(19) 
that Queen's Policy before they left England, which 
the Cunningeſt of them was not prepared to avoid; 
for when they arrived at Newcaſtle, they ſtopped, 
and ſent the Lord Murray, and the Abbot of Kill- 
innig, to London, to repreſent their Condition to 
Queen Elizabeth; they were received and treated 
with Diſdain, and could not even obtain Subſiſtance, 
till they had, on their Knees, in the Preſence of the 
Queen, the Spaniſb and French Ambaſſadors, con- 
feſs'd that Queen Elizabeth had, in no Shape, 
moved or encouraged them to oppoſe the Queen 
their Sovereign's Marriage. The Queen acted 
this Part in order to conceal her real Deſign from 
_ theſe two Ambaſſadors, who had repreſented to her, 
in their Maſters Names, that they look*d upon her 
Majeſty as the Fomenter of that Rebellion in Scot- 
land, and that it would ſeem as if her whole Policy 
conſiſted in embroiling her Neighbours; and ſhe 


wrought upon the Earl of Murray, and the deputed 


Abbot, to make that falſe Confeſſion, by Promiſes 
of ſecret Aſſiſtance; but when they fimſh*d their 
Speech, ſhe addreſs'd them in theſe Words: 
„No you have told the Truth; for neither did 
, nor any in my Name, ſtir you up againſt 
* your Queen; for your abominable Treaſons may 
« ſerve for Example to my own Subjects to rebel 
« againſt me: Therefore get you out of my Pre- 
„ ſence, ye are but unworthy Traitors.”* This 
Farce might have been borne with by theſe miſled 
Noblemen, had ſhe kept her Promiſe of ſecret 
Supplies and Protection: But, this Turn being 
ſerved, they were depriv'd of the Allowance they 
had before, and were obliged to ſubſiſt by the Con- 
tributions of ſome private Perſons of their own Per- 
ſwaſion in the City of London. 

I have taken this Relation concerning Queen 
Elizabeth's Tranſactions with the Rebel Lords of 
Scotland, from Sir James Meluile's Memoirs, who, 
D 2 in 
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in this Reſpect, differs from Camden, Rapin, Bu- 
chanan, and others, who have writ of this Period. 

But I find myſelf juſtify'd in following that Gentle- 
man, rather than any other, both by the Tenor of 
the Queen's Conduct after the Queen of Scotland's 

Marriage, and by the two firſt Letters which I am 
to inſert, _ 

Camden owns that Queen Elizabeth permitted 
Murray and his Rebel Companions to lurk in Eng- 
land, and that ſhe ſecretly jupply'd them by the 
Hands of the Earl of Bedford, with Money for 
their Subſiſtance; yet denies that her Majeſty was 
concern'd in, or privy to their Rebellion, but gave 
them Protection in the ſame Manner as the Queen 
of Scotland protected O' Neale from Ireland, and 
ſome other Engliſh and Welch Fugitives. Buchanan, 
and Rapin after him, abſolutely denies that the 
Queen had any previous Knowledge of their Inſur- 
rection to ſeize the Lord Darley, or that ſhe gave 
them any Succour after they fled into England, and 
quotes as his Authority this above-mention*d Con- 
feſſion of Murray, and the Abbot of Killtwinning 
his Aſſociate. But Sir James Melvile lets us into 
the Secret of this Tranſaction, how it was extorted 
from theſe Lords; and aſſerts, that Sir Nicholas 
Throgmorton, the Enghſh Ambaſſador to Queen 
Mary, produced to ſome Perſons of Quality, 
Friends to theſe Noblemen, who had challenged 
him with the Queen's Prevarication, an Order of 
Council, directing him to make theſe Promiſes in 
the Queen's Name, to the Lords; and his Teſti- 
mony 15 now put beyond Doubt, by the two fol- 
lowing Letters; the one from Queen Elizabeth, 


and the other from MOTO, Cecil, to the Earl of 
1 80 | | 


LETTER 
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SET TERNCE 


Queen ELIZABETH fo George Earl of Shrewſ- 


c 
c 
0 
c 
[4 
c 
c 
c 
c 
(4 
c 
C 
3 
c 
c 
c 
c 
6 
[9 
c 
(4 
e 
e 
c 


Aa 


bury, dated the 8th of October, 1565. 


Right truſty and well-beloved Coufin and Counſellor, 


Oraſmuch as the Troubles of Scotland daily 
encreaſe, with all Manner of Hoſtilities, tend- 
ing to the Suppreſſion of our Friends in that Country, 


and whereof the Iſſue is uncertain ;. and that we 


find it very meet and neceſſary in ſuch doubtful 
Times, when the Realm of Scotland, eſpecially 
the Borders, are in Arms, to have our Subjects 
in thoſe North Parts alſo in Readineſs; ſo that 
we may both know what of our Force may be. 
ready for our Service, and that the ſame may be 
uſed, converted, and employed, to the Obſer- 
vation of 3 and Quietneſs, and Defence of 


our Realm, on any Occaſion that may be mini- 
ſtered, either from foreign Parts, or by any lewd 


diſordered Subjects at Home: And for theſe, 


and ſome other private Conſiderations, our Will 


and Pleaſure is, that, by Authority of our Com- 
miſſion, granted to you under our Great Seal, 

you ſhall cauſe Muſter to be ſpeedily and duly 
made of all Manner of Perſons within the ſaid 


Counties, able to ſerve in Manner of War; and 


cauſe them all, according to their ſeveral Degrees 
and Qualities, and according to the Laws of our 
Realm, in that Caſe provided, and the antient 
Cuſtom heretofore uſed, to be in Readineſs, with 


+ Horſe, Arms, and Weapons, in the beſt Manner, 
for the Service of us and our Realm, whenſoever 


* they ſhall be commanded. 


Though 
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© Though of late, upon the appointing 600 Men 
© out of the County of York, for the Aid of our 
Frontiers, it was then, both for more Expedition 
< and the leſs Charges of the Gentlemen, thought 
meet to have the ſaid Number appointed to be the 
Charge of certain Captains, ſent from Berwick, 
and not to the Gentlemen of that County; yet 
< becauſe it hath appear*'d by your Letters to our 
Secretary, whereof he hath made us privy, that 
© the Gentlemen of that County, who heretofore 
© were appointed to have the Charge of the ſaid 
Numbers, conceived ſome Miſliking thereof, 
© which proceeded of a very natural and good Diſ- 
© poſition to ſerve us, and therein we allow of 
© them; we mean hereafter to obſerve ſuch Order, 
© as at any Time, when any ſuch Power ſhall be 
© ſent out of the County within your Lieutenancy, 
© the ſame ſhall become the Charge of ſuch Gen- 
© tlemen, and Men of Command of the ſaid County, 
© as yourſelf ſhall think fitteſt and meeteſt, both for 
© the Tract and Knowledge to take the Charge. 

Finally, we require you to uſe ſome Expe- 
dition in the Service now committed to your 
Charge, and thereof to cauſe us to be certified 
diſtinctly.“ | hp 


LETTER II. 


Sir William Cecil 70 George Ear! of Shrew!- 
bury, dated the 8th of October, 1565. 


I) very good Lord, 


F Send you the Queen's Letter, and your Com- 
* & miſſion of Lieutenancy for the Counties of 
* York, &c, being ſorry to have you troubled 
© therewith 3 


(3) 
£ therewith ; but I know the Service of the Queen's 
« Majeſty is always acceptable to you, Whatever 
« your Lordſhip ſhall hear, I cannot otherways aſcer- 
© tain you, but that it is meet her Majeſty keep the 
Peace with Scotland, and not to make War but 
< when ſhe ſhall be provoked by Invaſion, and to 
that End I think all Counſellors here are conſenting. 
And yet it is true, the Ruin of Murray and the 
other Lords, our Friends in Scotland, muſt hinder 
© the Intelligence and Amity betwixt the Realms; 
but, for my Part, I find no Safety to enter into 
* War, but upon * Cauſe; eſpecially ſince the 
late Confeſſion of Murray, * the Abbot, has 
© releas*d her Majeſty from al former Promiſes to 
* theſe Lords. 

My Lord Mountjoy came Home Yeſterday, 
and his Calleague will be here this Night; they 
© haye, by conſent, ſuſpended the ® Treaty until 
the 15th of March next: And ſo, with my 
humble Commendations to my honourable good 
l Lady, am, &c.* f 


Theſe two Letters, eſpecially the laſt, leaves us 
no room to doubt the Part Queen Elizabeth acted 
in Murray's Rebellion: And we may judge that 
the Armament making in the Northern Counties 
was not delign*d purely to defend the Borders, but 
to give Spirit to their Party in Scotland, by the 
Hopes of this Succour being deſign'd for them; 
tho* the Miniſtry of Queen Elizabeth were wider 
than to engage further in the Quarrel of their 
Friends, or rather Tools, than ſuited with the pub- 
lick Safety. It was agreeable to their Policy to- 
embroil Scotland within itſelf, but not to enter into 


an open War without, what Cecil calls, Juſt Cauſe. 


®'A Treaty v was then on Foot with France which was not 
concluded for ſome Years after, : 


I might 


(244) 


1 might apply theſe two Letters to the Solution of 
our faſt Queſtion, viz. how far the Part Queen 
Elizabeth acted, preceding the Queen of Scoz- 
land's Flight into England, was conſiſtent with the 
Laws of good Neighbourhood, or juſtified by the 
Principles of ſound Policy ; ; but as there are ſeveral 
other Facts ſerving to unravel the ſecret Springs of 
the Tranſactions of thoſe Times, I ſhall. collect 
them together before I trouble the Reader with a 
general Application, and ſhall now proceed to the 


— Part of Queen Mary's Hiſtory. 


- Notwithſtanding the Oppoſition of the Hamilton 
Party, and all the ſeeming Endeavours of Queen 
Elizabeth, to prevent Queen Mary's marrying Lord 


 Darnley, yet her Aﬀections were ſo riveted, from 


the firſt Sight of that young Nobleman, as rendered 
it impoſſible to alter her Reſolutions : Wherefore 
ſummoning a Parliament to meet at Stirling, on the 
20th of May, 1565, ſhe acquainted them with her 

intended Marriage, in order to gain their Appro- 
bation and Ratification thereof: When, after long 
Debates, and much Oppoſition, Rizzo, one of her 


Secretaries of State, (of whom more hereafter) ſo 


managed Matters, by influencing a Majority, that 
he carried the Point for the Queen; and procured 
a Vote that Lord Darnley ſhould be acknowledged 
as King immediately upon the Marriage, which 
was accordingly - celebrated about the Middle of 
July following: And Darnley, whom the Queen 
had "previouſly created Lord Ardmanock, Earl of 


Roſs, and Duke of Rothſay, was proclaimed King 


the Day after their Nuptials, and joined in the 
Sovercignty with Queen Mary. 

Beſides a violent perſonal Attachment to this 
graceful and comely young Nobleman, the Queen 
had ſeveral political Reaſons for making himher 
Huſband. Firſt, as Lord Darnley was Great 
Nephew to King Henry the VIIIth of England, 


Queen 


(am). 


Queen Mary was apprehenſive, that ſhould he 
marry into any of the great Families of Eugland, 
through their Power and Influence, and as himſelf 
was born in that Kingdom, he might, upon the 
Death of Queen Elizabeth, and in Default of her 
Male Iſſue, lay Claim to the Crown of England, 
and thereby cut off Mary's Right of Succeſſion. 
Secondly, ſhe flattered herſelf that her Marriage 
with Lord Darnley would not give ſuch Umbrage 
to the French Court, as if ſhe had matched with 
the Earl of Leiceſter ; which the Court of France 
ſtrove, by all Means, to impede, in Favour of the 
Arch-Duke of Auſtria, whom Queen Mary refuſed 
chiefly out of Complaiſance to Queen Elizabeth; 
being very much inclined to live in Peace and 
Amity with her, provided that Queen and her 
Miniſtry were not too exorbitant. Thudly, by 
this Match ſhe propoſed, as Lord Darnley was 
thus deſcended from the ſame Royal Stock of the 
| Stewarts, to continue the Succeſſion of the Royal 
Line in the ſame Name and Family, if ſhe happened 
to have Male Iſſue by him. Fourthly, and laſtly, 
by marrying Lord Darnley, ſhe knew that ſhe 
ſhould free herſelf from Queen ZE/hzabeth*s Solici- 


tations in Behalf of her Favourite the Earl of 


Leiceſter. 5 5 

Whatever Weight the aforegoing Motives of 
Queen Mary, for her Marriage with Lord Darnley, 
may be adjudged to have, yet we are ſomewhat at a 
Loſs on what Account Queen Elizabeth ſhauid fo 
much endeavour to obſtruct that Match, eſpecially 
after the aforementioned Declaration that ſhe made 
to the Queen of Scots, by Randolph her Ambal- 
ſador; that in Caſe of her marrying of the Farl of 
Leiceſter, or any other Engliſh Peer, whom ſhe 


ſhould recommend or approve of, ſhe would ſettle 


the Succeſſion of the Crown of England in her Fa- 
your, and procure a Parliamentary Ratification 
thereof, 
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thereof. —— This was a Point wherein Queen Eliza- 
beth was always very tenacious of declaring herſelf ; 
to prevent, as ſhe ſaid, the Evils that might ariſe 
both to herſelf and the Commonwealth, by encou- 
raging her Succeſſor to wiſh or long for her Death : 
Though it ſeems rather to proceed from a View of 
keeping in ſtrict Subjection, and Dependance on 
herſelf, all ſuch as had any Claim to her Crown 
after her Deceaſe. For, were it otherwiſe, why 
did ſhe not perform her Promiſe on this Article 
upon Queen Mary's marrying the Lord Darley, 
whoſe Father, the Earl of Lenox, was next Heir to 
the Crown of England? ; | 

The only Reafons that Queen Elizabeth gave 
openly for oppoſing this Match, were ſuch as had 
been impreſſed on her Mind by the Earl of Murray, 
one of the Scotch Fugitives; who being natural 
Brother to the Queen of Scots, was very much in- 
tereſted in giving all poſſible Obſtruction thereunto: 
And accordingly incenſed the Engliſb Queen, on 
this Occaſion, againſt Queen Mary, by urging, that 
Mary's Deſign by marrying Lord Darnley, was to 
enforce her Right of Succeſſion to the Crown of 
England, and to promote the Romiſh Religion : 
Queen Elizabeth was weak enough to make uſe of 
theſe two Pleas, tho? there was not the leaſt ap- 
parent Foundation for the latter; as Lord Darley, 
all his Family, and moſt of thoſe in his Intereſt, 
were Proteſtants. is 
When Queen Elizabeth had uſed her utmoſt 
Efforts to ſtop the Marriage, by inſiſting on Lenox 
and his Son's Return to England :—By threatning 
to attack the Frontier of Scotland, for which Pur- 
poſe ſome Forces (as appears by the afore recited 
Letters) were ordered to advance to the Borders of 


England, to be in Readineſs : — By encouraging 


and ſupporting the Scots Nobility who oppoſed the 
Marriage : — By reſtoring to Favour the Lady 
. Catharine 


(27) 
Catharine Gray, and the Earl of Hertford, who had 
Pretenſions to the Succeſſion to the Crown of Eng- 
land. And by traverſing all the Negotiations of 
the Scots with France or Spain: Yet, after all her 


Pains, on finding theſe Efforts had no Succeſs, and 
that, maugre her Inclination, the Marriage was 
concluded, ſhe affeted to comfort herſelf on this 
Occaſion with the following Alleviations, viz. 
Firit, that by this low and inferior Match, Mary, 
Queen of Scotland, her only Rival, was rendered 
incapable of any Enterprizes of Conſequence againſt 
her, or the Kingdom of England, Secondly, that 
the Nobility of Scotland, who had acted in a State 
of Anarchy, as Kings, for twenty Years paſt, 
would not readily be ſubjected to Sovereignty, nor 
brought to a peaceable Submiſſion to their preſent 
King and Queen. And, laſtly, ſhe was certain, 
that the turbulent Nobility of Scotland, by their 
reſtleſs Spirit, would find ſufficient Employ at 
Home for Queen Mary and her new Huſband, 
to prevent their moleſting England, or embroiling 
Elizabeth in her Government. - 

I have dwelt the longer on Queen Eligabeib's 
Conduct, with Relation to this Marriage of Mary 
Queen of Scots, as it can neither be reconciled to 
true Honour or Policy. She firſt propoſes the 
Earl of Leiceſter to her as a Huſband, to prevent 
her Marriage with the Arch-Duke Charles, to 
whom Queen Elizabeth had ſtrong Inclinations; 
and finding Leiceſter was not agreeable to Mary, 
ſhe thereupon ſends the Lord Darnley covertly to 
engage her Affections, and keep her from contract- 
ing any foreign Alliance by Matrimony. Finding 
this Scheme take, ſhe endeavours all that poſſibly 
ſhe can to thwart its coming to Perfection, as ſhe 
had much rather have ſeen her Favourite Leiceſter 
in Poſſeſſion of the Scotch Crown than Darnley ; 
eſpecially as ſhe knew the latter would encreaſe 

E 2 Mary's 


(28) 
Mary's Influence in that Kingdom, and give her 
a ſtrong Claim to the Crown of England, This 
inconſiſtent Behaviour, on ſuch a tickliſh Point as 
the Marriage of a Sovereign Queen, who was likely 
to be her Succeſſor, could be no Way honourable in 
Queen Elizabeth, neither could the Preference ſhe 
gave Leiceſter be agreeable to true Policy; Lord 
Darnley, by Birth, having ſuch a ſtrong Claim to 
the Crowns of both Kingdoms, as might have en- 
abled him, upon Queen Elizabeth's Demiſe with- 


out Iſſue, and the Queen of Scots chuſing to reſide 


in either Nation, to have gained a ſtrong Party, 
and have raiſed violent Commotions in the other, 
if not to obtain Poſſeſſion of the Sovereign Au- 
thority. 

But to proceed on our Hiſtory : . Soon. after 
the Celebration of her Marriage, Queen Mary ſent 
an Embaſſy to England, to notify the ſame in Form 
to Queen Elizabeth; and to aſſure the Court of 


London of both her's and the King's fixed and 


firm Reſolution, to cultivate the moſt perfect Peace 
and Friendſhip with England. But ſuch was the 
Haughtineſs of Eligabeib, in return to this cour- 
teous Notification and amicable Meſſage, that in 
about two Months after ſhe ſent Tamworth, one of 
the Gentlemen of her Bed- Chamber, to Queen 


Mary, to make an arrogant and imperious Demand 


of Henry Lord Darnley, now King of Scotland, and 
of his Father the Earl of Lenox, requiring them to 
be ſent back, as Natives and Subjects of England: 

Next, ſhe inſiſted that Queen Mary ſnould pardon 
and reſtore Murray, and all the other Rebel Lords 
that had aſſociated to prevent her Marriage: And, 

Thirdly, ſhe charged the Queen of Scots, in a very 
peremptory and commanding Manner, to take care 
to preſerve the Peace ſubſiſting between both King- 
doms. This arbitrary and inſulting Embaſſy, which 
offered ſuch an open Indignity to the Crown of 
Scotland, 


— 8 2 NC I — 
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Scotland, was too notorious for even Camden, Queen 


Elizabeth's Hiſtorian, to conceal ; and it alſo was 


acknowledged by the beſt Writers of Engliſb 
Hiſtory in that Age. However, Queen Mary 
had too much Regard to the Dignity of her Crown, 
to admit the Engliſh Ambaſſador, charged with 
ſuch an inſulting Meſſage, to any Audience or Ac- 
ceſs to her Royal Preſence: But ordering him to 
communicate his Meſſage, in Writing, to her Se- 
cretary, the, in the {ame Manner, returned her 
Anſwer to Tamworth, the Ambaſſador, to be de- 
livered by him to his Miſtreſs the Queen of Eng- 
land. 

The Subſtance of Queen Mary's Anſwer to this 
arbitrary Meſſage was, That ſhe had previouſly 
notified to the Queen of England her Reſolution 
to marry Lord Da#nley, and had likewiſe acquainted 
her ſince with the Conſummation of the Marriage; 
whereby ſhe had complied to Queen Elizabeth's 
former Requeſt, to marry a Native of England. 
She aſſured her, that neither the King nor herſelf 
ſhould ever do, or attempt, any Thing to diſturb 
or break the Peace with England; on the contrary, 
that on all Occaſions, they ſhould manifeſt a hearty 
and ſincere Diſpoſition to enter into all pacifick 

Meaſures, conducive to the eſtabliſhing the moſt 
laſting and advantageous Peace to both Kingdoms: 
Laſtly, ſhe intreated the Queen of England, not to 
dictate to her how to deal with, or govern her re- 
bellious Subjects; nor to afford them her Coun- 
tenance or Protection.——By this haughty affrontful 
Meſſage, and mild placable Anſwer, the Tempe- 
rament and Diſpoſitions of the two Queens may be 
as plainly diſcerned, as from any of the moſt nota- 
ble Circumſtances in their Hiſtories. 

Queen Elizabetb, being willing to juſtify herſelf 
for protecting and ſupporting the Scotch Rebel 
Lords, replicd on that Head, bat Queen Mary 
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had received into her Protection Yaxly, Standon, 
and Walfp, Engliſh Rebels and Fugitives, and 
O' Neil, an Iriſb outlawed Papift, and with them 
had entered into a Confederacy with the Pope, in 
ſupport of their Catholick Faith. — But notwith- 
ſtanding this Aſſertion of Elizabeth, it could not 
be made appear that Queen Mary had any ſecret 
Connection with theſe Exiles; all that could be 
affirmed with Veracity, was, that they had been 
permitted to ſhelter and conceal themſelves in Scor- 
land. But if it was faulty and unworthy a crown'd 
Head, to allow any Refuge for Outlaws and Crimi- 
nals in their Dominions, it was certainly much more 


culpable in Queen Elizabeth to follow ſo corrupt 


an Example; and to improve on it, by ſetting one 
powerful Faction of the Nobility in Scotland againſt 


another, and abetting them in cutting each other's 


Throats. Such Proceedings not being founded on 


Reaſon, nor moral Honeſty, can never be approved 


of by good Men in political Conduct. 

We have before taken Notice, that the chief 
Promoter of the Marriage between Queen Mary 
and Lord Darnley, was David Rizio, her Secretary. 
This Rizio was but of mean Extraction, and ar- 
rived in Scotland with the Savoy Ambaſſador, in 
Quality of one of his Band of Muſick, where being 
a ſkilful Performer, and the Queen a great Ad- 
mirer of Muſical Harmony, he ſoon became taken 
Notice of at Court, and procured her Majeſty's 
Favour. After this, he had the Addreſſes to ob- 
tain of her to entruſt him with the Writing of her 
French, Italian, and other foreign Letters; which 
leading him into the Secret of all her Majeſty's 
Correſpondence Abroad, he became ſo neceſſary to 
her, that ſhe was obliged to raiſe him to the Poſt 
of one of the Secretaries of State. 

This Preferment of Rizio occaſioned great Un- 


calimeſs at Court, and diſguſted many of the Scotch 


Nobility. 
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Nobility. However, as he had been an active 
Promoter of Lord Darnley's Marriage with the 
Queen, it procured him to be in high Favour with 
both their Majeſties, and, at the ſame Time, cre- 
ated him many Enemies; particularly the Earl of 
Murray, and his firm Friend the Earl of Morton, 
then Chancellor, both of whom owed Rizio an 
irreconſilable Hatred: And Earl Morton being a 
long-headed Man, determined to bring about his 
Friend Murray's Reſtoration from Exile, by him 
and his Confidents exciting Diviſions between the 
King and Queen; and to accompliſh their Deſign 
by the Overthrow of Rizio, who, fince his Exalta- 
tion, had behaved with the moſt arrogant Haugh- 
tineſs to the Chancellor, and other great Officers 


of State. 


About this Time there happened a little domeſtick 
Quarrel between the King and the Queen, upon a 
ſmall Punctilio of Formality; and the Earl of 
Morton immediately catched at the Opportunity of 
fomenting and increaſing the Miſunderſtanding be- 
tween them, by privately exciting the Queen to 
aſſume the ſole Execution of all Acts of Sove- 

reignty; and, at the ſame Time, to inſtill in the 
young King's Mind a ſtrong Jealouſy and Hatred 
of Rizio, as the only Adviſer of the Queen, his Con- 
ſort, to all the Indignities offered him. Theſe Arts 
ſo enflamed the King's Breaſt to Rage and Reſent- 
ment, that he meditated the deepeſt Revenge againſt 
David Rizio; and, at length, engaged him in Aſſo- 
ciation with rhe Earl of Morton, the Lords Ruthwen 
and Lindſay, and ſeveral others, for cutting off 
Rixio; whole View therein was not ſo much out 
of Regard to any Service to the King, as to make 
Way for the Return and Reſtoration of the Earl of 
Murray, and the other exiled Noblemen. This 


Conduct of the Earl of Morton, in order to ſerve 
ſome indirect State:Purpoſes, ſhewed him capable 


of 


\ 


(32) 

of the moſt diabolical Policy; and manifeſted the 
Weakneſs of King Henry, in being ſo eaſily drawn 
into an Engagement, the Reſult of which could 
only terminate to his Diſhonour, 

To prevent any Diſcloſure of the Conſpiracy, it 
was agreed that their Neſign ſhould be put in Ex- 
ecution the next Night after the Signature of the 
Bond of Aſſociation. Accordingly, on Saturday 
Evening, March 9, 1566, the Queen being at 
Supper in her Chamber with the Counteſs of Argyle, 
and David Rizio likewiſe at Supper at a Side- board 
in the ſame Room, the King entered the Anti- 
chamber, accompained with the reſt of the Aſſo- 


ciates: When the Lord Ruthwen, and ſeveral 


Others, entered the Queen's Chamber, and ſeizing 
upon Rigzio, drew him out of the Queen's Preſence. 
She immediately got up from Table, and, follow- 
ing them into the next Room, ſtepped in between 
the King and David, who, to ſave himſelf, clung 
faſt by her Waiſt ; thinking, that as ſhe was very 
big, and near her Time, they would do nothing, 


in the King's Preſence, that might endanger her 


Life by frightening her. But the Conſpirators diſ- 
engaging Kigzio from the Queen, drew him thence, 
into an adjoining Gallery, where = all wounded 
him, and then left him dead in the Porch leading 


to her Majeſty's Apartments. 


The Queen being apprehenſive of the fatal Con- 
ſequences of this Event, and thoroughly ſenſible 
how deeply it would affect her Reputation, and 
afford a Handle for her Enemies to reproach her, 


burſt out into Tears, and was in a very great 


Agony; bitterly upbraiding Lord Ruthwen tor his 


Behaviour. But, upon ſending one of her Maids 
of Honour to enquire about David Rixio, ſhe re- 
- turned, with Notice to her Majeſty, that ſhe had 


ſeen his dead Body : W hereupon the Queen, wiping 
the Tears from her Eyes, let fall this weak Ex- 
. preſſion, 
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preſſion, c No more Tears; II ſhall: find out a 
„proper Reſentment.“ 

The Noiſe of this Murder alarmed the whole 
City of Edinburgh, the Citizens being anxious for 
the Safety of their Majeſties; and it was not till 


the King and Queen ſhewed themſelves from the 
Palace- Windows, that the Multitude aſſembled 


there, on this Occaſion, could be appeaſed. The 


Aſſaſſination of Rizio was not only ill- concerted 
and ill- timed, but alſo executed in ſuch an unpolite 
brutal Manner, as gave the higheſt Offence to the 
Queen, who looked on it as the greateſt Indignity 
upon her Honour, as, by the Manner of exe- 
cuting it, the People were induced to receive ſome 
very diſadvantageous Impreſſions againſt her, to the 
Prejudice of her Character; and ſhe reſented this 
Enterprize ſo ſtrongly, that ſhe was never after- 
wards thoroughly reconciled to the King, and ut- 


terly deteſted all the Accomplices in the Murder. 
Indeed, this Expedient of cutting off Riis 


in ſuch a black Manner, did not ſhew his Majeſty 
to be endued with any great Share of Policy; and, 
had the Projectors thereof exerted their Revenge in 
a more artful and polite Manner, they might, a8 
David Rizio was at the Head of the Adminiſtra- 
tion, have found Means, either to have: him ar- 


raigned for Miſdemeanors, or expoſed -him to the 


Rage and Fury of the Populace; whereby he muſt 
inevitably have fallen a Victim to the Reſentment 
of the Multitude, by whom he was very much 
hated: And, by proceeding in this Manner, the 
King, and the Nobility who aſſiſted him, would 
have-prevented that indelible Blot, which this in- 
famous Action fixed on their Conduct and Cha- 
racter. 

The Earl of Murray, taking Advantage of the 
Conſternation and Confuſion chat the Court, and 
almoſt all the Nation were in, on Account of this 
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634) 
Murder, returned to Edinburgh the third Day 
after this diſaſtrous Event; and Morton ſo ordered 
Matters, that the Queen found herſelf obliged to 
ſend for him, and be reconciled. After which, her 
Majeſty retired, for a few Days, to Dunbar, to com- 
poſe herſelf, whither his Majeſty accompanied her; 
having firſt iſſued a Proclamation, diſavowing his 
iving any Conſent or Order for the cutting off 
2i0, and ſtrictly ordering all concerned in the 
Murder to be apprehended, in order to take their 
Trial. Though this Deſertion of the Conſpirators, 
and the Keenneſs his Majeſty ſhewed, in order to 
bring them to Juſtice, was a Step taken by him 
to re-eſtabliſh himſelf in the Queen's Love and 
Affection, to whom he had the Weakneſs to con- 


feſs, ſecretly, his having complied with the Aſſaſſi- 


nators to cut off Rizio, in order to reſtore Murray, 
by the Perſuaſion of Morton the Chancellor; yet 
this abject, falſe, and ill-judged Behaviour, loſt 
him the Affection of all Ranks, and rendered him 
contemptible, even in the Eyes of the common 
People. LS „ 

Ihe King now bore a mortal Hatred to Morton 
and all his Accomplices, for having led him into 
ſo ſcandalous an Affair: And Morton, with the 
chief of the Conſpirators, finding the King ſo im- 
placable againſt them, directly fled into England; 
and the Lord Rathven died at Newcaſtle, by a 
Relapſe of the Fever he was fallen into. Several 
of the Accomplices in this Murder were appre- 
hended, tried and executed; and thoſe that had 
fled were out- lawed, and had their Eſtates ſeized 
on for the Uſe of the Crown. However, by the 
vigorous Interceſſion of the Earls of Argyle and 
Huntley, who were of Murray's Party, the Earl of 
Morton and Lord Lindſay were pardoned the Winter 
following, and returned again to Scotland. 


As 


? l * 


( 35) 

As the King, notwithſtanding all his earneſt and 
moſt ſincere Endeavours, by Confeſſion, Sub- 
miſſion, and otherways, could not, after this fatal 
Event, obtain. any Reconciliation with the Queen, 
his Hatred againſt Murray became the more in- 
veterate; and he could not forbear manifeſting it 
ſo openly, that Murray found he had no other Way 
left to provide for his own Safety, than hy foment- 
ing the Breach between the King and Queen, to that 
Degree as to render it irreparable: In order tq 
which, he put in Practiſe every Art that Invention 
could ſuggeſt, to fix himſelf in the Queen's Fa- 
vour, and encreaſe her Hatred to the King. 
Though the Queen took upon her to uſe the 
King very haughtily on this Occaſion, never- 
theleſs, he continued as doting as ſhe was wiſe, 
witty, and cunning: And through his uxurious 
and feminine Submiſſion to her, was ſo weak as to 
intimate his mortal Hatred to the Earl, of Murray; 
and alſo acquainted her, that he could not be eaſy 
until he had cut him off. Murray being at this 
Time quite reconciled, and in great Confidence 
with his Siſter Queen Mary, it is very probable 
that ſhe gave him a Hint of the King's Dupoſition 
toward him; by which Murray became alarmed, 
and immediately determined to prevent and coun- 
teract the King's Deſign: And being thoroughly 
ſenſible of the Danger he was in, he reſolved to be 
the more miſchievous, active, and diligent in ac- 
compliſhing the King's Overthrow ; wherefore he 
inſtantly ſer to work all ſuch Agents, Mines and 
Engines, as he knew were ſuitable to his baſe Pur- 
poſe. The firſt Implements he made uſe of were 
the Earl of Bothwell and one Lethington, or Lid- 
dington, whom he knew fitted to execute any Vil- 
lainy. Lethington was a Man in great Regard with 
the Queen, and had twice been entruſted by her 
with an Embaſſy to Queen Elizabeth. He was 
FL compleatly 
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(36) 
compleatly Maſter of what he undertook on this 
Occaſion, which 'was ſo. to infinuate himſelf by 
Lies and Flattery to his Miſtreſs, as to promote 
her Diſſention and Separation from the King: As 
for Bothwell, he was even ready for Blood, Vio- 
lence, and any baſe Practiſes that could accompliſh 
whatever he took in Hand. And here the Earl of 
Murray ſhewed the moſt abject Meanneſs of Spirit, 


by entering into any ſecret, important and dan- 


gerous Connections with Bothwell; the whole Tenor 
of whoſe former Conduct (in Conjunction with the 
Earl of Huntley, and other Aſſociates) had been a 
connected Scene of Practices to diſgrace, deſtroy, 
and utterly overthrow Murray, and all his Friends. 
Now for the Earl of Murray, who had been one 
of the Lords of the Con 2 for Reforming of 
Religion, to join with ſuch a Man as Bothwell, in 
ſo diabolical an Enterprize, diſcovered Reformation 
Principles, which (as a certain Writer has well 
obſerved) wanted very much to be reformed. 
The Queen being now far advanced in her Preg- 
nancy, retired into the Caſtle of Edinburgh to lye· in; 
where, on the 19th of June, ſhe was brought 
to-bed of a Son *. In the mean while Murray 
entered into a written Aſſociation with Bothwell 
and Lethington, under their Hands and Seals, to 
cut off the King, and get the ſole Management of 
the Queen into their Hands; Murray and Lething- 
Zon poſitively articuling therein, that upon the 
King's being made away, they would uſe their 
vtmoſt Intereſt and Endeavours to promote Both- 
well's Marriage with the Queen: And Murray alſo 
Farther engaged, to make Bothwe!) the more ſan- 
guine in the Cauſe, that he would get his Divorce 
fem his prefent Lady to be firmly eſtabliſhed. 


* Fames the VIth of Scotland and Iſt of England; who 
een i ſucceeded to the Crowns of both Kingdoms. 


This 


W 8 


(37) 


This black Enterprize is teſtified not only in Cam- 
den, Spotwood, and Strangeway, but alſo by thoſe 
Hiſtorians that favoured Queen Mary, and other 
good and unqueftionable Authorities. 
When the Queen was able to go abroad again, 
ſhe retired, as it is thought by che Inſtigation of 
the three Confederites, to Alloway, a Seat of the 
Earl of Marr's, within a few Miles of Stirling; 
whither the King following her, and expecting to 
be admitted to his Royal Conſort, was denied all 
Acceſs, and fo inſulted and neglected by her Court, 
that he found himſeif obliged to withdraw. Here 
Lethington, by his baſe and flattering Arts, ſo inſi- 
nuated himſelf into the Queen's Affections, that he 
took upon him to dictate to her the abſolute Ne- 
ceſſity of a Separation from her Huſband ; urging, 
that ſhe ought not to think herſelf in perfect Safety 
*till ſhe had got rid of him: But the Queen, when- 
ever preſſed on this Head, conſtantly declared her 
Averſion to any ſuch Propoſitions, and earneſtly 
begged that ſhe might not be enticed to do any 
Thing to the Prejudice of her Reputation and 
Honour. Nevertheleſs, through the Inſtigation of 
Murray and his Accomplices, ſhe was prevailed 
upon to reſtore the Earl of Morton and Lord Lind- 
ſay from Baniſnment, both whom had been con- 
cerned in the Murder of her Favourite R7zio, in 
order, as they urged, to have the whole Burden 
and Guilt of Rizio's Death upon the King; and 
thereby to ſatisfy the World, and vindicate her 
Conduct towards him, for ſuch an heinous Affront 
as had been put upon her, by the Manner in which 
 Rizio had been cut off. Thus the Queen having 
hardly any about her but the King's Enemies, and 
being influenced in every Thing by their pernicious 
Councils, together with BothwelPs perceiving, by 
her Regard to him, that nothing but the King's 
Life hindered his full Enjoymenf of her Majeſty; 


all 
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all which diſmal Symptoms evidently foretokened 
the King's approaching unhappy Fate, | 

In the Month of Auguſt the young Prince was 
baptized, according to the Romiſh Form, in the 
Chapel-Royal of Sr/ing, by the Name of James: 
And though the Proceſſion at the Baptiſm, and the 
Rejoicings and Entertainments at the Queen's 
Court for ſeveral Days afterwards, were very mag- 
nificent, yet the King was not admitted to be pre- 
ſent at any of them, Whereupon, the Earl of 
Lenox, being then at Glaſgow, and hearing of the 
many groſs Inſults put upon the King his Son, ſent 
ſecretly for him to come thither : But he had hardly 
proceeded a Mile on his Journey from Stirling, 
when he was ſuddenly taken ill with a violent Pain 
all over his Body ; and, at length, Irruptions of a 
purple and bluiſh Colour, with Bliſters full of Cor- 
ruption, appeared in different Parts of him. Tho? 
he found himſelf in moſt exquiſite Pain and great 
Diſorder, he, nevertheleſs, reſolutely continued his 
Journey to Glaſgow ; and, upon his Arrival at his 
Father's Houſe, the Phyſicians, who were called to 
attend his Majeſty, declared their Opinion, that 
the King had been poiſoned, | 

The King continued dangerouſly ill for ſome 
Time at Glaſgow, while the Queen lived in ſplendor 
at Stirling: However, at length, by the Youth, 
Vigour and Strength of his Majeſty*s Conſtitution, 
he recovered from his Illneſs, and thereby diſcon- 


certed all the Meaſures of his Enemies. In the 


Month of January following the Queen, to ſave 


Appearances with the World, and, if poflible, to 


whiten her blotted Reputation, came to G/a/gow to 
viſit her Royal Conſort, who yet remained in a 
very weak and fickly Condition; but, being too 
fond of her wandering Charms, he received her 
with the greateſt Aﬀection, Love, and Joy. 


Soon 


(39) 

| Soon after the Baptization of the young Prince, 
the Earl of Bedford, Queen Elizabeth's Ambaſſador, 
interpoſed, according to his Miſtreſs's Inſtructions, 
with Queen Mary, to compromiſe all Matters be- 
tween her and the King, in the moſt prudent, 
friendly, and affectionate Manner: But, however, 
Queen Mary complied with her Requeſt only ſo 
far as ſuited her Inclination. Nevertheleſs, the 
treated the Ambaſſador with the greateſt Reſpect; 
and, to convince Queen Elizabeth of her good In- 
clinations, wrote her Word, That though ſhe was 
undoubted Heir to the Crown of England, not- 
withſtanding the many frivolous Objections that had 
been raiſed againſt her Claim; yet ſhe engaged, on 
the Faith of a Queen, never to urge a further De- 
claration of her Title; but, during her Life, to 
aſſiſt Queen Elizabeth, and adhere to her againft 
all living. This Declaration is avowed by Camden 
in his Annals. Wes 

When Queen Mary made the Viſit to her 
Huſband at Glaſgow, ſhe was juſt returned from 
Tullibardine; where ſhe is reported, by ſome Hiſto- 
rians, to have exerciſed ſuch Familiarities with Both- 
well, as made them appear void of Shame or 
Decency, even to the common People : However, 


as ſuch Behaviour is quite inconſiſtent with the 


Wiſdom and Prudence that the Queen commonly 
ſhewed when left to her own Diſcretion, we ſhall 
not rely upon the Report; nor upon thoſe Letters 
that are printed in Ander ſon's Collections, and faid 
to be wrote by Queen Mary, when at G/aſgow, to 
Bothwell; which, if authentick, fully evince their 
having concerted the Murder of the King together: 
— ut there ſeems to want a ſufficient Proof of 
thoſe Letters being genuine. 10 9 

King Henry was ſo fond of his Queen, that 
though he had not fully recovered his Healrh, he 
relolved to go with her to Edinburgh; where, — 
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(140), | 
the Air of the Palace- Royal was not judged. ſo 
ſerene as that of the Suburbs, Apartments were- 

repared for him in an antient Houſe by the City 
Walls, which had a Back-Gate leading into the 


Fields. And on the 20th of January, 1567, the 


King arrived at his new Lodgings from Glaſgow, 
where he was received by Queen Mary with all 
apparent Marks of Love and Affection. 

On the Saturday and Sunday Nights before the 
Murder, the Queen lay in a Chamber underneath 
that of her Huſband, and attended both thoſe Days 
cloſe upon him: But on the Monday Morning ſhe 
came to her Palace at Holy-rood- Houſe, where ſhe 


continued till the Evening, when ſhe returned again 


to the King, with whom ſhe ſtayed till paſt Ten 
o'Clock at Night, 1 then ſne came back again to 
the Palace. - 


Upon the Queen” 8 Return from her Huſband, 


Bothwell was in private with her Majeſty, when | 


they had a long and ſecret Conference; after which, 

at about twelve at Night, Bothwell went out from 
the Palace diſguiſed, and the Queen retired to Bed. 

Bothwell, on his leaving the Palace, went directly 
to the King's Lodgings, accompanied by Sir James 
Balfowr , where they met Hay of Talo, Hepburn of 
Bolton, and BothwelPs three Domeſticks, Dalgeiſh, 
Powrie.. and Paris, alias Nicholas Hubert, the 
Frenchman, who had been Valet de nde to 
Bothwell many Tears; theſe latter having arrived 
firſt at the King's Houſe, in order to prepare the 
Bags of Gun-Powder, Matches, and Portmanteaus, 


in Readineſs for:the- Execution of their Deſign. 


Upon BothwelPs Arrival at the King's Lodg- 
ings, —— Portmanteaus were delivered to him by 
the other Conſpirators; and he, with Sir James 
Balfour, Patrick Wilſon, and ſome others, went 


directly to the King's Bed- Chamber, where his 


WISE: lay, attended only by Taylor, his Body 
. Footman, 


(41) 


Footman, who lay in a different Bed in the fame 
Room, both of whom were immediately ftrangled 
by Bothwell and his Companions; after which, they 
threw the two Bodies out naked into the Garden, 
and then Bothwell returned to the Palace, attended 
by Dalgleiſb his Servant, leaving Porie, Talo, and 
Hegburn, to blow up the Houſe. Bothwell was fo 
uneaſy in his Mind, that he could not ſleep, wait- 
ing with the greateſt Impatience to hear the Explo- 
ſion ; and his Anxiety was ſuch, that he diſpatched 
Dalgleiſb, his Servant, to know the Occaſion of 
their Delay ; who returning again, informed him, 
that all was ready, and would be finiſhed directly 
and, at that very. Inſtant, the Exploſion of the 
Houle's blowing up was heard. 

The Queen, and all the Palace, were dreadfully 
diſturbed at the Noiſe and Shock, Her Majeſty 
directly ſent for Bothwell, and deſired him to go 
into the City and learn what was the Matter ; who, 
on his Return, related, with ſeeming Wonder and 
Surprize, that the King's Houſe was blown up with 
Gun-Powder, and that the Force of the Exploſion 
had carried his Majeſty's dead Body into the Garden, 
where it then lay. The Nobility, and all the 

Ladies that had aſſembled with the Queen, on this 
Occaſion, left her Majeſty and retired, The Queen 
is reported to have appeared quite calm and com- 
poſed, and heard BothwelPs Relation without Emo- 

tion: He remained with her Majeſty alone for ſome 
Time, and then went to Bed. 

At the Time of blowing up the Houſe, there 
were two other Servants belonging to their Majeſties 
therein, viz. Nelſon and Symmonds, who lay in a 
Gallery on the ſame Floor with the King, but 
South of his Majeſty's Apartment; and with them 
lay Taylor's Boy, who was ſtrangled with his 
Maſter. This Gallery was parted from the main 

Body of the Houſe by a ſtrong Party Stone-Wall, 
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through which was a Door of Communication to 


the King's Bed-Chamber; and this Party- Wall 


ſaved them in a great Meaſure : For when the Body 
of the Houſe, where the King lay, was blown up, 
they were awakened in great Terror and Surprize 
their Cloaths were gone, and themſelves almoſt ſuf- 
focated, being covered with the Rubbiſh and Ruins. 
However, they found Means to get on the Walls, 
where they ſtood naked until ſome Cloaths were 
brought them, when, by the Help of Ladders, 
they came down. 

The next Day Bothwell, in order to ſcreen him- 
ſelf from Infamy, undertook, with the Earl of 
Argyle, to call in ſeveral Perſons of Diſtinction, to 
make Enquiry concerning the King's Murder, and 
to diſcover the Aſſaſſins. But when they proceeded 
on the Examination, they found ſeveral Perſons of 
Integrity, who, upon Oath, declared much more 
than Boibwell was willing to hear; wherefore the 
Enquiry was broke off in a very abrupt Manner. 

This Proceeding, and other concurring Circum- 
ſtances, made a ſtrong Impreſſion on the People, of 
BothwelPs being guilty of the Murder, and that the 
Queen was acceflary .thereto : Inſomuch that her 
Majeſty, for her own Vindication, found it abſo- 
lutely neceflary to bring Both ell to a Trial, and 
the 1oth of April was appointed for the Day of 
its coming on ; againſt which Time, the Earl of 
Lenox, the deceas*d King's Father, was ſummoned 
to appear and arraign Bothwell, But Matters were 


ſo managed, that the Earl of Lenox ſhould not 


have ſufficient Time to find out and collect his 
Evidence; neither could he venture to appear in 
Safety, as he was attended with but very few Men, 
and Bothwell had entered the City of Edinburgh, 
at the Head of a numerous Train of Friends, Fol- 
lowers, and Adherents, accompanied with a large 
Body of armed Men, with evident Deſign to - 
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off the Earl of Lenox and his Friends, if they had 


ventured to approach the City. Wherefore, the 


Earl of Lenox wrote to Queen Mary, praying, for 


ſeveral weighty and important Reaſons, that the 
Trial might be deferred : But not being able to 


prevail with her Majeſty, he ſent Robert Cun- 


ningham, Eſq; with full Powers, to appear in Court 
as his Proxy, and there to requeſt a Delay of the 
Trial, till he could prepare his Evidence, and at- 
tend in Perſon. Notwithſtanding this, BothwwelPs 

Trial was brought on before a Jury of his own 
packing; when, by a deſigned Flaw in the Indict- 
ment, which laid the Murder a Day ſooner than it 
was commitred, and the Earl of Lenox's not ap- 
pearing, Bothwell was acquitted. 


This Affair was ſo artfully managed, that Both-. 


well was cleared three Days before the Meeting of 
the Parliament, which was called only to promote 


Botbwell's Marrirge with the Queen. For although 


her Majeſty affected Mourning and Retirement 
upon the King's Death, yer. ſhe ſigned a Contract 
of Marriage With Buthwell five Days before his 
Trial came on, and not quite two Months after the 
Murder of her Huſband. At the Meeting of Par- 
liament, Bothwell procured a numerous Aſſociation 
of both Lords and Commons, who, by their Sig- 
nature, agreed to promote and ſupport his Mar- 
riage with the Queen; which being the only Thing 


that was wanted, che Parliament was prorogued, 


and the Queen retired to Stirling. 


Bothwell managed Matters ſo dextrouſly, that 


he was publickly married to the Queen, about the 
Middle of the Month following; notwithſtanding 
all the ſtrong Solicitations of the King of France, 


and the Queen of Zygland, to the contrary. But 


this Marriage was no ſooner ſolemnized, than the 
Chief of the Nobility abandoned the Court; and 
repairing to Stirling, there entered into an Aſſoci- 
ation, 
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ation, for the Preſervation of the young King's 
Perſon out of Bothwell's Hands; who was now 
created Duke of Rothſay and the Orkneys, and had 
found Means, ſome Weeks before his Marriage 
with the Queen, to obtain a Divorce from his Wife, 
the Lady Fane Gordon, under Pretext of too near 

Conſanguinity, criminal Behaviour and Adultery. 
As the Queen and Bothwell perceived a Storm 
gathering againſt them, and that the Confederate 
Lords would do their utmoſt in order to ſeparate 
them, or elſe to force the young King out of their 
Hands; therefore her Majeſty thought proper im- 
mediately to levy what Forces ſhe could, whereupon 
the Lords did the ſame; and, at length, both 
Armies met together at Carberry-Hill, near to Dal- 
keith, that of the Lords being headed by the Earl 
of Morton, and ſeveral other of Murray's Friends. 
As for Murray himſelf, he was then in France, 
having obtained Leave to go thither, that behind 
the Curtain he might the more effectually promote 
the Queen's and Bothwell's Overthrow, whom he 
now found expoſed to the Hatred of the chief Part 
of the Kingdom, Ir is evident from the Authority 
of the moſt credible Hiſtorians of thoſe Times, that 
Murray had a Share in Bothwell*s Guilt, which they 
prove by the following Teſtimonies ; viz. Firſt, By 
his Reconciliation to him who. had been his moſt 
inveterate Enemy, about a Year before the King's 
Death, Secondly, By his entering into an Aſſociation 
with him, and others, under their joint Hands and 
Seals, to procure the Queen in Marriage for Both- 
well, upon the King's Removal or Divorce, which 
they were to endeavour to accompliſh, Thirdly, 
By his and Morton's recommending the Earl Boib- 
dell to the Queen for a Huſband, immediately 
upon their coming to Court after the King's Mur- 
der. Fourthiy, By the Confeſſions of the Regi- 
cides that Were . for this notorious Fact; 


who 
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who declared that they underſtood from Bothwel, 
who employed them, that this black Affair was un- 
dertaken by the Direction and Approbation of the 
Earls of Murray and Morton. And, laſtly, by the 
Proteſtations; and Declaration upon Oath, of the 
two Earls of Argyle and Huntley ; (the latter of 


whom drew up the Contract of Marriage between 
Bothwell and the Queen) who jointly declared, that 
in their Conſciences they were thoroughly perſwaded 
that Murray, Morton, and Liddington, were the 
Authors and Contrivers of the King's Death : And 


the Reaſons which they give, fully evince the 


whole of Murray's and Liddington's criminal Prac- 
tices with the Queen, in order to excite her Hatred 
to her Huſband, and their Confederacy with Both- 
well, as the only Inſtrument they thought fittin 

for ſuch an excreable Undertaking.— Theſe Decla- 


rations are to be found extant, both in Camden s 


Annals, and the Records of the Privy Council. 
But tho' it appears that Murray had ſuch a Hand 
in this deep Tragedy, yet, to eſcape any Imputa- 
tion, he had the Cunning to go to his Seat about 
fifteen Hours before the Murder was committed; 
which blinded the Eyes of the People, from per- 
ceiving that he had any Concern therein. 

Now altho' there had been ſuch a ſtrong Con- 
federacy in this black Affair, between the Earls of 
Murray, Morten, Huntley, Liddington, &c. to pro- 
cure the Queen in Marriage for Bothwell, yet they 
never thought themſelves in Safety, or in cordial 
Friendſhip with him: And therefore having ful- 
filled their Promiſes, they raiſed ſuch an Aſſociation 
againſt him, as was almoſt certain would prove his 
Overthrow : And as the Nobility who joined them 


on this Occaſion, were moſtly Murray's Friends 


and Confidents, he, though in France, continued 
animating them to thoſe vigorous Reſolutions, that 


were puriued, and gave all poſſible Encouragement 
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to their raiſing that Army with which they met the 
Queen's Forces at Carberry-Hill; where both Ar- 
mies were upon the Point of engaging, when the 
French Ambaſſador rode up to that of the Lords, 
and endeavoured, by Mediation, to prevent any 
Effuſion of Blood. 

He propoſed to the Nobility, that there ſhould 
be a mutual F orgiveneſs and Oblivion of the preſent 
Inſurrection, and all that had paſſed therein: But 
the Earl of Morton, in the Name of the reſt of the 
Confederates, replied, that they had not taken Arms 
againſt the Queen, but in order to bring the Mur- 
derer of the King to juſt Puniſhment ; and, there- 
fore, if her Majeſty would either deliver bim up. 
or depart from him, they were ready to manifeſt 
their ſteady Loyalty and Affection to her. This 
Conference between the two Armies continued for 
ſome Time; during which, Bothwell rode out of 
the Lines in Front, and offered to fight any one 
of the Lords Army; but his Challenge being ac- 
cepted by Murray of Tullibarden, Lord Lindſay, 
and ſome others, he declined the Engagement, by 
pretending it was diſhonourable for him to fight 
with his Inferiors. 

As the Queen found that the 3 were reſolute 
to attack her, and that the common Men in her 
Army were averſe to fighting, ſhe began to pro- 
vide for Bothwellbs Eſcape; and therefore ſent for 
Kirkaldy of Grange, from among the Lords, in 
order to make her Terms with the Nobility; whom 
ſhe took care to hold in Conference, till ſuch Time 
as ſhe judged that Bot hell was got ſafe off; when 
ſhe ſent him to acquaint the Nobility, that ſhe was 
ready to come over to them, and go with them: 
And, on her Arrival in their Army, ſhe expreſs'd.. 
herſelf to them in theſe Terms. 
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3h Lords, 


AM come to you out of no Fear I have of 

; my Life, nor from any Doubts' and Appre- 
£ henſions of the Hazard of a Victory; but to pre- 
vent the Effuſion of Chriſtian Blood, and with a 
full Reſolution to commit myſelf to the Care of 
* my Nobility; to yield to you, and to be directed 
by you for the future, in all my Counſels and 
Deliberations, truſting in your Regard and At- 
fection to me, as to your rightful Queen and 
Princeſs.” 
The Nobility received her Majeſty with great 
Marks of Affection and Duty; but, upon her re- 
queſting to go and confer with the Hamilton's, the 
Lords would not comply with it; at which ſhe 
teſtified her Reſentment by ſome ſharp Expreſſions, 
That Night the Queen was brought to Edinburgh, 
and lodged in the Mayor's Apartment: And the 
next Day, being June 16, 1567, under Pretence 
of being afraid of a Reſcue from the Hamilton 
Family, the Lords, in the Evening, conveyed her 
Majeſty to the Caſtle of Loch-Levin; and deliver'd 
her, by Morton's Direction, into the Care of her 
greateſt Enemy, the Earl of Murray's Mother, 
This Behaviour of the Nobility to the Queen their 
Sovereign, by committing her into cloſe and diſmal 
Confinement, as ſoon as they had got her in Cuſtody, 
was both baſe and treacherous : For had they been 

ſincere in their Declaration, of taking up Arms 
only to bring Bothwell to Juſtice, they might have 
executed their Point, now that they had their Queen 
among them, without making any Infringennent 
__ her Royal Prerogative. 

| Bothwell, after his Flight, remained ſecreted for 
ſome Days in his Caſtle at Dunbar, in order to 


prepare Matters for his further Eſcape; and to 
ſecure 
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ſecure ſome Papers and Effects of Conſequence, that 
were in the Cuſtody of Sir James Balfour, his 
Aſſiſtant Regicide, whom he had made Lieutenant- 
Governor of the Caſtle of Edinburgh, which Place 
he had hitherto maintained in the Queen's Name, 
againft the Confederate Lords, though he was now 
upon the Point of Capitulating, to ſecure Terms to 
himſelf, But Dalgleiſh, BothwelPs truſty Servant, 
venturing to carry off his Papers and Effects from 
thence, was intercepted and taken Priſoner ; and 
on him was found a Box of Letters from Queen 
Mary to Bothwell, written with her Majeſty's own 
Hand. 

Finding himſelf now deſerted by his Friends, and 
almoſt ſurrounded with Enemies, the Torrent full 
againſt. him, and large Rewards iſſued for his Ap- 
prehenſion, Bothwell directly made his Eſcape by 
Sea, with three ſmall Ships, to the Oręneys; but 
being denied all Acceſs into Kirkwall Caſtle by the 
Governor, and underſtanding that  Kirkaldie of 
Grange was in purſuit of him, with five ſtout Ships, 
he found himſelf neceſſitated to put to Sea again. 
Kirkaldie would have certainly come up with him, 
had not his Pilot, by Miſtake, run his Ships on the 
Rocks, whereby the largeſt was loſt, and the reſt 
in Danger; which gave Bothwell an Opportunity of 
getting off: But putting in on the Coaſt of Nor- 
way, and being there known by ſome Scotch Mer- 
chants, he was immediately ſeized on, by Order of 
the King of Denmark, and conveyed to a diſmal. 
Priſon, where he remained for ten Years, often 
declaring, and perſiſting in it, that he had executed 
the whole Scheme of the King's Murder, in Com- 

liance with the Syſtem concerted by Murray, 
Morton, Liddington, and himſelf; always vindi- 
cating Queen Mary from having had any Hand in 
it : He, at length, grew delirious under his Con- 
finement, and, at laſt, died a moſt miſerable 


Death, 


„ 
Death, being univerſally unregretted, hated, and 
deſpiſed. | ? 
Bothwell, being ſecured in Banifhment, the 
Lords, by Compulſions and Threatnings, forced 
the Queen to reſign the Government into the Hands 
of her Son James, then ſcarce thirteen Months old. 
They appointed the Earl of Murray to be Regent 
during the King's Minority; and on the 29th of 
July, 1567, the young King was crowned and 
anointed at Stirling Church, by the Biſhop of Orkney: 
The Coronation Sermon was preached by John Knox, 
the Chief of the Reforming Divines; and the Earl of 
Morton and Lord Hume took the uſual Coronation 
Oath for the King. Thus, in about. five Weeks 
Time after 'her going over to the Lords, Queen 
Mary found herſelf ftript of all Power and Domi- 
nion over her Subjects. 
None of the Foreign Miniſters, that were then in 
Scotland, approved of theſe Proceedings; neither 
did the Engliſbß or French Ambaſſadors attend the 
Solemnity of the young King's Coronation, And 
Queen Elizabeth, to her immortal Honour be it 
recorded, made ſtrong Expoſtulations by Sir Ni- 
cholas Throgmorton, her Ambaſſador, to the Scotch 
Nobility, concerning their Behaviour to the Queen, 
and propoſed to them to have her ſet at Liberty; 
that the Safety of the young Prince ſhould be pro- 
vided for, and that they ſhould concert how the 
Regicides might be brought to condign Puniſh- 
ment, But notwithſtanding all T hrogmorton's En- 
treaties, he could neither obtain the Releaſement of 
the Queen, or could procure having any Acceſs to 
her. However, Queen Mary found Means to con- 
vey a Letter, in her own Hand- Writing, to Queen 
Elizabeth ; complaining of her hard Treatment, 
and declaring that all the Inſtruments, Deeds, and 
Writings ſhe had ſigned ſince her Confinement, had 
been extorted from her by Compulſion. 


H Murray, 
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(50 
Murray, when he heard how Things had been 
carried in Scotland, and that thereby there was an 
open Way paved for his Elevation to Power and 
Government in that Kingdom, directly left France, 
and took his Rout for Scotland, by the Way of 


London, in order to operate upon Elizabeth, and 
detach her Affection from her Siſter-Queen in Di- 


ſtreſs. By diſſembling with the Eng liſʒ Queen, and 


influencing her Miniſtry, Murray met with a very 
handſome Reception at the Court of London; and 
having done his Buſineſs there, he proceeded in 
Triumph to Edinburgh, where he was met by the 
Nobility, who had procured him his Nomination to 
the Regency. A few Days after his Arrival, he paid 
a Viſit to the impriſoned Queen, his Siſter ; but ſo 
far from adminiſtering to her the leaſt Conſolation 
in her Affliction, he propoſed to her that ſhe ſhould 
be contented to remain a Priſoner for Life, and ſo 
to become of no Manner of Conſequence in the 
Nation. Shortly after, he declared his Acceptance 
of the Regency, and ſtrengthened himſelf therein, 
by obtaining a ſtrong Bond of Aſſociation, ſigned 
by the chief of the Nobility ; who thereby engaged 
themſelves to ſupport the King's Intereſt and Go- 
vernment, againſt all Oppoſition. 

By theſe Means the Hamiltons, Huntley, and the 
reſt of the Queen's Friends, who reſented her cruel 
Uſage and Confinement, were greatly diſpirited; 
and though they entered upon ſome Reſolutions for 
reſcuing her, yet the Oppoſition was ſo powerful, 
that they could not bring their Meaſures to bear. 
However, all of them, except the Earl of Argyle, 
declined having any Meetings or Interviews with 
the Regent, and kept themſelves retired, The 
Court of France, indeed, made an Offer:to join the 
Queen of England, and reſtore Queen Mary by 
Force: But as Queen Elizabeth preferłed making 
ule of 1 ** there was nothing * — 
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Kind attempted ;z and Murray, by expoſing all the 
Letters and Writings taken upon Dalgleiſb, in 
Bothwell's Silver Box, and ſending Duplicates 
thereof to the Court of London, diverted the Queen 
of England from undertaking any Thing in Queen 


Mary's Favour. 


Murray now proceeded ſtrongly cadet the Re- 
gicides, and Powry, Dalgleiſb, Hay, Hepbourn, and 
Paris, were executed; but Patrick Wilſon, to whom 
Bothwell had committed the Care of the Caſtle of 
Dunbar, refuſed to deliver it up; yet being out: 
lawed, he was, at length, obliged to ſurrender, as 
did Sir James Balfour, whom Bothwell had put into 
Poſſeſſion of the Lieutenant-Governorſhip of Edin- 
burgh Caſtle; but Murray was obliged to pay him 
five hundred Pounds for it, and hkewiſe to give 
him the Priory of Pittenweim. 

At the next Meeting of Parliament, all the Pro- 
ceedings ſince Murray had been declared Regent, 
were ratified and confirmed; the Reformed Pro- 
teſtant Religion was eſtabliſhed, and Bothwell de- 
ſervedly attainted. When the Parliament broke 
up, Murray ſet out on a Circuit, to corre& ſome 


Diſorders: that had been committed in the Weſtern 


Highlands 3 having firſt diſmiſſed his own Brother, 
George Douglas, from the Government of Loch- 


Levin Caſtle, on Suſpicion of his ſhewing too much 


Indulgence to the impriſoned; Queen. However, 
Douglas was become fo engaged with Queen Mary's 
Addreſs,” Eloquence, Affability, and engageing 
Deportment, during the Time of her Confinement, 


that, out of Compaſſion to her Majeſty, he ſo 
managed Matters ine the Keepers and Guards, as 


to accompliſh her Eſcape from the Caſtle, a — 
Days after he had been obliged to quit the Poſt of 
Governor; and wherein ſhe had now been con- 
mon near eleven * if Nein © 7 
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The News of the Queen's Eſcape reached Mur- 
yay while he was holding a Court of Juſtice at 
Glaſgow, which he could not at firſt credit; till 
receiving ſeveral Expreſſes, with the full Confir- 
mation of Particulars, he began to concert ſome 
immediate Expedient for his own Safety, and to 
diſconcert the Queen's Deſigns; who, the firſt 
Night after her Eſcape, lay at Nuddrie-Houſe, in 
Maſt- Lotbain, and the next Day went to Hamilton, 
where ſhe was joyfully received by Crowds of Peo- 
ple. Here her Majeſty iſſued out Orders for all 
her loving Subjects, and Friends, to repair to Ha- 
milton in Arms; whereupon the Nobility, in great 
Numbers, flocked to join her Majeſty ; and even 
many of the Regent's Friends and chief Aſſociates 
deſerted him, and came over to the Queen's Stand- 
ard, However, Murray being a Man of Reſolu- 
tion, was reſolved, notwithſtanding theſe Diſcou- 
rage ments, to ſtand his Ground with what Forces 
and Friends he could collect together; which, in 
the whole, amounted to above 4000 Men, and a 
good Body of Horſe. 

As mace Numbers that came in on the Queen- 8 
Side were daily encreaſing, and ſhe was not willing 
to afford Murray too long Time to gain Strength, 
the ordered her Army on the 12th of May, 1568, 
to march towards that of the Regent; and, on the 
13th, he drew up his Forces, and marched to the 
Heath, near Glaſgow, to receive his Enemy : When, 
after ſome Hours waiting, he perceived the Queen's 
Army in full March on the other Side of the River. 
The Queen's Army had the Superiority in Numbers, 
but the Regent's had the Advantage of the Ground: 
And in the Engagement the Queen's Horſe being 
ſtronger than his, broke in upon them, and put 
them in great Diſorder; but the Queen's Forces 
were ſo annoyed by the Regent's Artillery, and 
cle Showers of Darts that were played upon them, 


by 
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by the Archers in the Regent's Army, that her 


Infantry were routed ; and the Cavalry not being 


able to ſtop their Flight, were put into Diſorder : 
W hich Advantage the Regent improving, charged 
ſo warmly with his Spears and Daniſh Axes, that 
the Queen's Army, being unable to recover, or 
rally, received that Day a total Defeat. 

Her Majeſty viewed the Action at about the 
Diſtance of a Mile, when perceiving the Fate of 
the Day, ſhe, immediately, with Lord Harris, and 


a few Friends, made her Eſcape to Kirkabright, in 


Galloway, on the Border of England, From hence 
ſhe diſpatched John Beaton, her favourite Servant, 
to England, with a Ring that Queen Elizabeth had 
formerly given her, as a Token of her Love and 
Regard z which Pledge was to ſerve Beaton as a 
Credential of his coming from Queen Mary, to 
notify the Diſtreſſes ſhe was reduced to. Queen 
Elizabeth gave Beaton a very favourable Reception, 
and ordered him to aſſure Queen Mary of her great 
Concern for her preſent unhappy Circumſtances, 
and that ſhe might depend upon all the good 
Offices, Friendſhip and Hoſpitality towards her, if 
ſhe came into Zngland, (as Beaton had informed 
her Queen Mary intended to do for Shelter and 
Protection) adding, moreover, that ſhe might be 
certain of Welcome, and kind Reception. 

Queen Mary, being in great Dread and Anxiety, 
did not think proper to wait in Scotland for Beaton's 
Return; but, contrary to the Advice of her Friends, 
embarked, with a few Attendants, in an open Boat, 
and failed for Workinton in Cumberland. On her 
landing there, ſhe diſpatched a Letter written in her 
own Hand to Queen Elizabeth, notifying her Ar- 
rival in England, in full Confidence of her Majeſty's 
Protection and Favour; but Queen Elizabeth's 
Anſwer occaſioned great Sorrow and Diſappoint- 
ment to Mary: For Sir Francis Knowles was ſent 
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by Queen Elizabeth to acquaint her, that it was her 
Majeſty's Pleaſure ſnhe ſhould remove to Carliſle 3 
and the Lord Lieutenant of the County was ordered 
to attend her thither, and ſee her ſafe into Cari;/e- 
Caſte, until the Merits of her Complaints ſhould 
be diſcovered, _ 

This ſhocking Anſwer gave Mary great Pein; 3 
but ſhe now found herſelf conſtrained to obey Queen 
Elizabeth's Orders. However, ſhe ſent Lord 
Harris to her with a Letter, entreating, in the moſt 
ſubmiſſive. and affectionate Terms, that ſhe. might 
be permitted to come up to London, to vindicate 
herſelf to her Majeſty of England in Perſon : Or, 
if not, that ſhe would allow her peaceably to depart 
out of the Kingdom, without any Interruption. 
This affecting Letter, and the ſtrong Repreſen- 
tations that Lord Harris made of her Sufferings, ſo 
moved Queen Elizabeth, that ſhe expreſſed the 
greateſt Concern and moſt tender Sympathy to- 
wards Queen Mary, and teſtified her Willingneſs to 
comply with her Requeſt. But when the Matter 
came to be debated in the Engliſh Council, which 
Murray had ſecretly prepoſſeſſed with Suggeſtions 
againſt Queen Mary, ſo many Objections were 
ſtarted to diſmiſſing her from Carliſte- Caſtle, that 
Queen Elizabeth was over-borne by them; and 
forced, even againſt her Inclination, to violate her 
Honour and Faith, to her diſtreſſed Neighbour 
Queen Mary, by detaining her Priſoner in England. 
And the old Counteſs of Lenox, King | Henry's 
Mother, being at this Time at the Court of Lon- 
don, ſhe alſo ſtrongly ſolicited for Queen Mary's 
being detained, and to have her tried for the Mur- 
der of her Huſband. Thus Queen Elizabeth, being 


_ doubly preſſed, was obliged to give Way to the 


Derainure of Queen Mary; and Lord Harris found 


all his Endeavours! in Favour of Mary Queen of Scots 
| rendered 


(5s) 
rendered ineffectual, by the Influence of the Engliſb 
Council, and of the old Counteſs of Lenox. 

Having traced the Hiſtory of Mary Queen of 
Scots to this Period of her Arrival in England, we 
ſhall now proceed to the Diſcuſſion of ſome of thoſe 
controverted Points, which, at our ſetting out, we 
propoſed to examine. The firſt of theſe is, How 
far the Part acted by the Engliſh Queen, previous 
to the Flight of Queen Mary, was conſiſtent with the 
Laws of "200d Neighbourhood, or can be juſtified 
by the Principles of ſound Policy ? - From the 
Evidence of the foregoing Hiſtory it is very plain, 
that Queen Eligabeth, under the Sanction of en- 
couraging the Reformation, abetted, ſupported, 
and protected the Proteſting Rebel Scotch Lords; ; 
who, on Pretence that the Refarmed Religion was 
in Danger, by the Queen's Marriage with Lord 
Darnley, (tho' a Proteſtant) incited the People of 
Scotland to open Sedition and Rebellion ; by taking 
up Arms, aſſembling in Bodies, appointing their 
Commanding Officers, and openly declaring they 
would oppoſe the Marriage of their Sovereign with 
all their Force: For defigning Men can embrace 
any Opportunity of making Religion a Cover to 
their ambirious Views and Practices, as the moſt 
effectual Means to inflame the Populace, and ex- 
cite tumultuary Proceedings. 

The two Letters before quoted are a n 
rating Proof with Hiſtory, that, during theſe Broils 
in Scotland, Queen Elizabeth aſſembled a ſtrong 
Force on the Borders, in order to ſupport the Re- 
bels, or be in Readineſs to act otherwiſe, as Occa- 
ſion required. And every impartial Mind muſt 
needs judge, that when two neighbouring Poten- 
tates live in the moſt open State of Friendſhip and 
mutual Alliance, for either of them to abet or en- 
courage, either directly or indirectly, any Broils, 
Rebellion, or Diſturbance, f in the Territories of the 

other, 
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other, on any Account whatſoever, muſt needs be 


' a manifeſt Violation of the Laws of good Neigh- 


bourhood, which obliges them, in all ſuch Caſes, to 

act as they would be done unto themſelves. And 
the only Way that Princes can conduct themſelves 
with Honour, in Caſe of a Rebellion among the 
Subjects of a neighbouring Power, unleſs they em- 


brace the Sovereign's Part, is to interpoſe with their 


good Offices by way of Mediation z in order to 
compromiſe all Diſputes, and ſettle Differences in 
ſo amicable a Manner as to prevent the Effuſion of 
Blood. 

The Behaviour of the Eugliſpb Queen, on this 
Occaſion, can no more be reconciled to the Prin- 
ciples of true Policy, than to the Laws of good 
Neighbourhood. For in Caſe of an Attack on her 
Dominions, by France, Spain, or any other Foreign 
Power, the Scots, being a hardy and warlike Na- 
tion, and inhabiting the ſame Iſland, were the pro- 
pereſt and readieſt People to have been called in for 
Succour, at all Times ; therefore they ought not 
to have been weakened, by the Incitement of any 
inteſtine Broils among them : And the more eſpe- 
cially, as ſuch Feuds and Diviſions might have en- 
gaged Queen Mary's Party to ſeek Aſſiſtance from 
the French; which might not only engage England 
in an unneceſſary War with that Nation, bur alſo, 
by admitting their Forces into this Iſland, have 
greatly endangered the Liberties of both Nations. 
"Therefore the Views of the Engliſh Queen and her 
Council, by promoting a Diſ-union in Scotland, in 


order to ſecure the Scotch from any Enterprizes 


againſt England, were weak, unneighbourly, and 
unpolirick : As they might be certain, by Queen 
Mary's being the next in Succeſſion to that Crown, 
it could not be her Intereſt to give an Affront, by 
AQs of 5 to the Engl ſo Nation, ; 8 | 

e 
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The former Point being ſo clearly adjuſted, I 
ſhall now proceed, Secondly, to enquire, How far 
the Impriſonment of Mary Queen of Scots, in 
England, was conſonant to the Laws of Hoſpuality, 


the ſacred Right of crowned Heads, or thoſe Prin- 


ciples of Equity and Humanity on which Queen 
Elizabeth piqued herſelf ſo much.——In order to a 
candid Reſolution of this Queſtion, we muſt, Firſt, 
Conſider Mary in the Light of Dowager Queen of 
France, Sovereign Queen of Scotland, and Heireſs 
apparent to the Crown of England: Who had been 
impriſoned, ill-uſed, and drove out of the King- 
dom, by a Faction of her Rebellious Subjects; 
and that ſhe fled into England for Safety, on De- 


pendance of the former Promiſes of Friendſhip and 


Hoſpitality which had been made her by Queen 


Elizabeth. Secondly, That it is a Sort of a tacit 


Engagement between all crowned Heads, to pro- 


tect and defend each other in ſuch Circumſtances ; 


eſpecially when ſo nearly related and allied as theſe 
two Queens. Thirdly, That as Queen Elizabeth 
was not in open War with the Queen of Scots, nor 


could have any fair Concern in the Quarrel between 


Queen Mary and her Subjects; and that Queen 
Mary had not given any Offence by Declaration 
or Act, ſufficient to excite a Rupture, between the 
two Nations; therefore Queen Elizabeth could have 
no juſt Pretence, according to the Law of Nations, 
for detaining her Priſoner. | 

But leſt the Reaſons aſſigned by the Eug A. 
Council, to induce Queen Elizabeth to this extra- 
ordinary, unprecedented, and prefumptive Action, 
ſhould appear to have more Weight than what 
they really carry; we ſhall here conſider them in 
as full Extent as the Scope of this Treatiſe wall 
admit. They were as follows, viz. Firſt, The 
Engliſb Council inſiſted upon Queen Mary's being 
detained Priſoner, on Account, that ſhe, 9 
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(38). 
peen before obſerved) and her late Huſband 
Francis II. of France, had aſſumed to themſelves the 
Title of King and Queen of England and Ireland, 
as well as of France and Scotland; that they had 
quartered the Arms of Eugland and Toa, with 
thoſe of France and Scotland, upon all their Palaces, 
Enfigns, Coaches, Plate, Sc. And had. thoſe 
Titles annexed to all the Commiſſions, Deeds, Ec. 
that were paſſed by them. Secondly, They al- 
ledged, as an Occaſion for keeping her Priſoner, 
that ſhe had never ratified the Treaty of Edinburgh, 
which had been negociated and concluded between 
Queen Mary, and her Subjects of the Reformed 
Religion, under the Mediation of Queen Elizabeth: 
To which Mediation ſhe had been invited by the 
repeated Solicitations of Queen Mary, and her late 
Huſband King Francis the IId. Thirdly, They 
urged for detaining her, that were ſhe allowed to 
depart from England, ſhe might flee to France; 
and there, by the Intereſt of her Kindred the 
Guiſes, form ſuch a powerful Confederacy for her 
Reſtoration, as might embroil England in a War. 
Fourthly, they alledged, that if ſhe was permitted 
to return to Scotland, that Nation would be inflamed 
by a Civil War; and if Queen Mary ſhould pre- 
vail, all the Scotch Nobility and Gentry in the 
Engl % Intereſt, would infallibly be ruined and 
rooted out of that Kingdom. Laſtly, they objected 
againſt Queen Mary's being permitted to come to 
London, to vindicate herſelf to the Queen of Eng- 
land, in Perſon; by urging, that her Eloquence, 
together with the Elegance and Popularity of her 
Addreſs, and her fine Preſence, would ſo enhance 
the Affection of the Nobility and Gentry, that the 
Conſequences might be dangerous' to Queen Elixa- 
beth, and to the Repoſe of the Nation. 
Io ſhew the Invalidity of theſe Objections to 
1 124 $ Liberty, it may be oblerved Wand 
Regar 


69 
Reg ard to the Firſt, That ſhe aſſumed the Title 
of 1 of England and Ireland, when in France, 
in Obedience to her Huſband Francis the IId. to 
whoſe Directions ſhe was obliged to fubmit : But 
upon his Death, and her Return to Scotland, ſhe, 
in Conformity to the Treaty of Edinburgh, imme-' 
diately relinquiſhed the ſame, and contented herſelf 
with only deſiring Queen Elizabeth to ſettle the 
Succeſſion in her Favour.— And as to the ſecond 
Objection, it muſt be confeſſed, that Queen Mary's 
not ratifying the Treaty of Edinburgh; was a great 
Affront to the Queen of England : Yet, as it was 
concluded without the unanimous Conſent of the 
Scotch Nation or Parliament, and there were ſome 
Stipulations therein ſo much in Favour of the Re- 
formed Religion, as was certain muſt give great 
Offence to the whole Body of the Clergy, and all 
the Catholicks in Scotland; therefore, tho' Queen 
Mary did not ſhew any Deſign to evade that Treaty, 
which ſhe was at Liberty to have done, as it was 
the Deed of her Huſband Francis and the French 
Miniſtry ; nevertheleſs, ſhe always declared, that 
ſhe could not come to. any poſitive Reſolution 
thereon, till ſuch Time as Affairs of the Nation 
were brought to ſome Settlement; which, by Hunt- 
ley's Rebellion, and other Tumults* and Diſorders; 
had been very much embroiled. The third Ob- 
jection ſeems to have little Force, as fince the 
Death of Francis the IId. the Guiſes had loſt their 
Influence in the Court of France, and it was well 
known, that the Queen's endeavouring to reſtore 
herſelf by a French Army, as the Reformed Reli- 
gion had made ſuch Progreſs in Scotland, would 
be the moſt effectual Means of deſtroying what In- 
tereſt ſhe had yet remaining there; and, on that 
Account, was not to be undertaken. As Queen 
Mary was now in Cuſtody of the Engliſh, the fourth 
Objection might have been obviated before her 
I 2 Releaſement, 
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Releaſement, by an expreſs Treaty and Stipulation- 
in Favour of the Scotch Faction, in the Engliſh. 
Intereſt; and by the delivering up ſome of the 
Nobility that attended the Queen into England, as 
Hoſtages for the Performance of the ſame : Though 
it can hardly be imagined, had Queen Mary pre- 
vailed over her rebellious Subjects, that ſhe would 


have undertaken ſuch a violent Meaſure ; which ſhe 


was ſenſible would entirely diſguſt the Engliſb, and 
which ſhe knew Qucen Elizabeth had Power to 
reſent to the utmoſt. As to the Argument offered 
for denying her Acceſs to the Engliſh Queen, it 
ſeems to have more Force than any of the reſt : 
And the more eſpecially, ſince the Generality of the 
Roman Catholicks in England were of Opinion, 


that as King Henry could not procure a Divorce 


from Rome, to diſſolve his. Marriage with Queen 
Catharine, that his marrying Anna Bullen was illicit, 
that thereby Queen El:zabeth's Succeſſion was ille- 
itimate; and conſequently, that Mary Queen of 
ET. was lawful Heireſs to the Crown of England. 
What Diſturbance, the prevailing of this Notion 
might have made, on Mary's Arrival in the Capitol, 
is uncertain 3, particularly, if the Engliſb Nobilicy 
ſhould have become ſo infatuated with her perſonal 
Charms, Affability, and Addreſs, as to have re- 
ſented the high Hand that Queen Elizabeth aſſumed 
over them, who exerted the Prerogative very ſtre- 
nuouſly on ſeveral Occaſions. However, this 
Objection could be no Bar to her Releaſement in 
general; but only to her being admitted to vindi- 
cate herſelf perſonally at the Court of London. 
The old Counteſs of Lenox's Plea for Queen 
Mary's Detainer and Trial for the Murder of Lord 
Darnley, ought to have bore no great Weight in 
the Engliſbo Council, as Mary was a Sovereign and 
independent Princeſs; and the Fact not being com- 
mitted in England, it could properly fall under 
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no- other Cognizance, than of the Scotch Nations 


But we {hall enquire more particularly into that 
Affair hereafter, | 3 1 

"Wherefore, upon the whole of theſe Objections, 
it fully appears, that as Queen Elizabeth was not 


at open War with Mary Queen of Scotland, but 


had conſtantly made her the greateſt Proteſtations 
of Friendſhip, and had not any equitable or even 
plauſible Reaſon for detaining ker Priſoner ; there- 
fore, ſuch a Proceeding was inconſiſtent with Laws 
of Hoſpitality, the ſacred Right of crowned Heads, 
and thoſe Principles of Equity and Humanity, on 
which every Action of. Sovereign Princes ought to 
be ARS. oO: He 

We come now to the Diſcuſſion. of the third 
Queſtion propoſed, viz: Whether, or not, Queen 
Mary was concerned in the Murder of her Huſband 
the Lord Darnley? Now, by the Oaths upon Ex- 
amination of Nelſan and Symmonds, their Majeſties 


Servants aforementioned, who were in the Hauſe 


at the Time of its being blown up, the Queen ap- 
pears to be an Acceſſary to the Fact; as they de- 
clare, that upon the King's firſt coming to the 
Houſe, the Queen had taken all the Keys, and even 
that of the Garden-Doors into her Cuſtody, and 
never returned them again to any of his Majeſty's 


1 


n 
ks 3 Taylor, the King's Servant, having 


only the Keys of his Majeſty's own Apartment: 


That nevertheleſs, any Perſon might have Entrance 
into the Houſe by the Garden-Gate, without the 
King's Knowledge or Conſent ; and that Bothwel!”s 
Valet de Chambre kept the Keys of the Queen's 
Bed-Chamber, which was under his Majeſty's, and 
alſo of the Back-Paſſage through the Gardens, 
Another Indication of her Guilt is her ſpeedy Mar- 


riage, after the King's Death, with Bothwell, and 


her ſcreening him from Conviction of the Murder, 
by refuſing” to poſtpone the Day of Trial, at "he 
4674 Ear 
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Earl of Leno his Accuſer's Requeſt. That the 
Earl ſtrongly ſolicited for a Prorogation of the 
ſhort Day appointed for BothwelPs Trial, is evident 
by the following ſix Letters, which paſſed between 
rhe Queen and him on that Occaſion, the Originals 
and Copies whereof are preſerved in the Cottonian 
Library; but being in the old Srozih Dialect, I 
have here, for the Benefit of the Reader, rendered 
them into modern Engliſh. 


Motte. 


Err 
May it pleaſe your Majeſty, _ 


I HAVE received by the Bearer, my Servant, 
your moſt gracious and comfortable Letter, 
* for which I return moſt humble Thanks to your 
* Highneſs, and truſt never to deſerve otherwiſe at 
your Majeſty's Hands, than as your Highneſs 
offers me in your ſaid Letter; and ſeeing it pleaſes 
* your Majeſty to accept and take in good Part 
* my ſimple Advice and Counſel, at emboldens me 
the more to continue therein, and eſpecially in 
this following. That whereas notwithſtanding 
the Pains and Labour which I perceive your 
Majeſty takes for the juſt Trial of this late cruel 
Act, and yet the Offenders not be known, to 
my great Grief, I am therefore forced by Nature 
and Duty to be ſo bold as to give your Majeſty 
© my poor and ſimple Advice for bringing the 
© Matter to light; which is, to beſeech your Ma- 
« jeity, for God's Sake, and for the Honour of your 
* Majeity and this your Realm, that your 3 
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© neſs would, with convenient Diligence, aſſemble 


© the whole Nobility and Eſtates of your Majeſty's 
Realm, and they, by their Advice, to take ſuch 


good Order for the perfect Trial of the Matter, 
das I doubt not, but with the Grace of Almighty 


© Ged, his Holy Spirit ſhall ſo work upon the 
Hearts of your Majeſty and all your faithful 
Subjects, as that the bloody and cruel Actors of 
this Deed ſhall be manifeſtly known. And al- 
though I am ſenſible that I need not to put your 
* Majeſty in Remembrance thereof, the Matter 
affecting your Majeſty ſo nearly, yet I muſt 
* humbly entreat your Majeſty to bear with my 
< troubling your Highneſs therein, being Father to 
the Deceaſed : So commiting your Majeſty to the 
Protection of Almighty God, to preſerve you 
with long Life and a happy Reign.“ 
| From, &c. 


N 


A 


Dated the 20th of Feb. 1566-7. 


( . 3% > 
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From MARY Queen of Scotland 7o the Earl of 


„„ (An ORIGINAL.) 


Right truſty Couſin and Counſellor, 


E greet you well, and have received your 
Letter of the 20th Inſtant, giving us 
Thanks for taking your good Will and Counſel 
in ſuch good Part: In that we did only what is 
* Right; and in ſhewing you all the Pleaſure and 
good Will that we can, we do but our Duty, 


G ia A 


a Aa 


of which you may always affure yourſelf as cer- 


tainly at preſent as hereafter, ſo long as God 
* 4 : Shall 


K „ 


and what natural Affection muſt compel us to, 
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© ſhall grant us Life, as ever you might have done 
 fince our firft Acquaintance with you. And as 
for the Aſſembly of the Nobility and Eſtates, 
which you adviſe us to cauſe to be convened, for 
to have a full Trial of the King our Huſband's 
cruel Slaughter, it is indeed convenient that ſuch 
ſhould be, and even ſhortly. Before the Receipt 
of your Letter, we had iſſued a Proclamation for 
a Parliament; at the which we doubt not but all, 
or the moſt Part, will be preſent z where, firſt of 
all, this Matter being moſt dear to us, ſhall be 
handled, and nothing left undone which may fur- 
ther the clear Trial of the ſame; and we, for our 
own Part, as we ought, and all Noblemen like- 
wiſe, we doubt not, ſhall moſt willingly dire& 
all our Wit and Ingenuity to this End, as Expe- 
rience, in fine, with God's Grace, ſhall give Wit- 
neſs to the World. So we commit to God. 


tl Seaton, the 21/8 Your good . 
Day of Feb. 


arri R. 
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"LETTER I. 
From the Earl of Lenox to Veen Max T 
22 it pleaſe your IVE 


Render my moſt bumble Thanks unto your 
Highneſs for your gracious and comfortable 

c Ys — which I received the 24th of this Inſtant F 
and whereas I perceive by the ſame, that it is 
your Majeſty's Pleaſure to remit the Trial of this 
late — Act to the Time of Parliament: 
6 Pleaſe your Majeſty, although I am aſſured your 
_ Highneſs 
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« Highneſs thinks the Time as long as I do till the 


Matter be tried, and the Actors of that Deed con- 
dignly puniſhed, (yet I ſhall humbly crave your 
Majeſty's Pardon in troubling your Highneſs fo 
oft therein as I do, for that the Matter touches 
me nearly) beſeeching your Majeſty to accept this 
my ſimple Advice in good Part as follows z which 
is, that whereas the Time is to the Meeting of 
Parliament, this Matter both of ſuch Weight 
and Importance which ought rather to be with 
all Expedition and Diligence ſought out and 


puniſhed for Example to the whole World, as I 


know your Majeſty's Wiſdom conſidets the ſame 
far more than any my Wit can comprehend; yet 
foraſmuch as I hear of certain Bills that have been 
affixed on the To/booth Door at Edinburgh, an- 
ſwering your Majeſty's firſt and ſecond Procla- 
mation, which name particularly certain Perſons 
Deviſers of the cruel Murder: I ſhall therefore 
moft humbly beſeech your Majeſty, for the Love 
of God, the Honour of your Majeſty and the 
Realm, and the Weal and Peace of the ſame, 
that it will pleaſe your Majeſty forthwith not 
only to apprehend, and put in fafe Keeping, the 
Perſons named in the faid Bills, but alſo with 
Diligence to aſſemble your Majeſty's Nobility, 


and then, by open Proclamation, to admoniſh 


and require the Writers of the ſaid Bills to appear 
according to the Purport thereof, At which 
Time, if they do not, your Majeſty may, by the 


Advice of your Nobility and Council, relieve and 
ſet at Liberty the Perſons mentioned in the Bills 


aforeſaid; ſo ſhall your Majeſty perform an 
honourable and godly Act, in bringing the Aﬀair 


to ſuch a cloſe Point, as either the Matter ſhall - 


appear plainly before your Majefty, to the Pu- 


niſhment of thoſe who have been the Actors of 


this cruel Deed, or elſe the ſaid Bills will be found 
K © vain 
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« vain in themſclves, and the Perſons which are 
therein ſlandered, may be exonerated and ſet at 
Liberty at your Majeſty's Pleaſure.” | 


Sag pa From, &c. 
Feb. 26, 1566-7. 
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From Mary Deen of Scots to the Earl of 
Lenox. An ORIGINAL.) 


Right truſty Couſin and Counſellor, we greet you well, 
IXI E have received your Letter, and perceive 
ot by the ſame that you have ian, miſtaken 
our late Letter, ſent you by our Servant on the 
< 24th of February, in that Point, that we ſhould 
© refer the Trial of the odious Act committed to 
the Time of Parliament: We meant not ſo, but 
rather would wiſh to God, that it might be tried 
« ſpeedily and without Delay; for the ſooner the 
better, and the more Comfort to us: Yet becauſe 
© your Advice was, that we ſhould convene our 
< whole Nobility for that Purpoſe, we anſwered 
you that we had already ſummoned a Parliament 
at which they would convene, and before which 
we judged it would not be poſſible to get them 
together, ſince they would think double ſum- 
moning heavy to them; and ſo in mentioning a 
Parliament, we meant not, that this Trial was a 
6 
6 
* 


R 


Parliamentary Matter, nor that it was requiſite 


till then to defer it, but that then the Nobility 


s would be beſt convened. And whereas you deſire, 


3 ( 67) 
that we ſhould cauſe thoſe whoſe Names are con- 
© tained in ſome Bills affixed on the Tolbooth Door 
of Edinburgh, to be apprehended and put in fate 
Keeping: There are ſo many of the faid Bills, 
and withal ſo different and contrary to each other 
in the Liſt of the Names, that we know not upon 
which to proceed; but if there be any Names 
mentioned in them, that you think worthy to 
ſuffer Trial, upon your advertiſing us thereof, we 
ſhall ſo proceed to take Cognizance as is agreeable 
to the Laws of the Realm, and being found cul- 
pable, we ſhall ſee the Puniſhment as rigorouſly 
executed as the Weight of the Crime deſerves. 
What elſe you think proper to be done for that 
Purpoſe we pray you to let us know, and we 
ſhall not omit any Occaſion which may clear up 
the Matter. So fare you well.“ 8 


a 
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At Seaton, the 1ſt Mur good Dangbter, * 
Day of March, : 
1566. | —_ 
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From the Earl of Lenox to Queen Max. . 
May it pleaſe your Majeſ . 

T Thank you moſt humbly for your genteel 
© | Anfwer, as touching the Ward of the Lenox, 
« albeit the ſame does not ſignify unto me, whether 
it be your Majeſty's Will to beſtow the ſame upon 
© me or not, or otherwiſe to diſpenſe with tlie 
« Prince's Age conformable to my Writing, and 

KS humble 


( 68.) 

© humble Suit, wherein I would be glad to know 
* your Majeſty's Pleaſure. Further, where your 
« Majeſty in your former Letter writes to me that 
« if there be any Names mentioned in the Bills 


© affixed on the To/booth Door of Edinburgh, that | 
think worthy to ſuffer a Trial, for the Murder 


* of the King your Huſband, upon my Adver- 
© tiſement, your Majeſty would proceed to take 
.£ ſuch Cognizance of the Perſons as is conſiſtent 
£ with the Laws of the Realm, and, being found 
< culpable, you would ſee the Puniſhment as rigo- 
£ Touſly executed as the Weight of the Crime de- 
© ſerves. May it pleaſe your Majeſty, my humble 
Petition was unto your Highneſs, and which is, 
* that it may pleaſe you not only to apprehend and 
put in Cuſtody the Perſons named in the Bills, 
£ which anſwered to your Majeſty's firſt and ſecond 
£ Proclamations, but alſo with Diligence to aſſem- 
© ble your Majeſty's whole Nobility, and then by 
© open Proclamation to admoniſh and require the 
Writers of the ſaid Bills to appear according to 
© the Purport thereof, at which Time if they do 
© not, your Majeſty may, by the Advice of your 
« {aid Nobility-and Council, releaſe and ſet at Li- 
< berty the Perſons mentioned in the Bills aforeſaid, 
And for the Names of the Perſons aforeſaid, I 
© marvel that the fame has been kept from your 
* Majeſty's Ears, conſidering the Purport of the 
s ſaid Bills, and as the Names of the Perſons are 
© ſo publickly talked of ; that is to ſay, in the firſt 
© Bill, the Earl Bothwell, Mr, James Balfour, 
© Mr. David Chalmirs, and Black John Spence ; 


and in the ſecond Bill, Seymour Francis Baſtiane, 
Jobn de Burdeous, and Foſeph Dacry's Brother; 


* which I aſſure your Majeſty, for my Part, I 
greatly ſuſpect: And now your Majeſty knowing 


their Names, and being a Party as much or more 


than 


( 69) 
than I am, although the Father, I do not doubt 
but your Majeſty will order the Matter according 
to the Weight of the Cauſe, which I moſt en- 
tirely and. humbly beſeech. So I commit your 
Majeſty to the Protection of Almighty God.“ 


From, &C. 
March 17, 1566-7. 


— ___ 
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From the Earl of Lenox to Queen MAR. 
May it pleaſe your Majeſty, 


AM lately informed, that there has been Pro- 
clamation made at G/a/ſgow and Dumbarton, 
charging me and others, having or pretending to 
have Intereſt, to concur with your Majeſty, and 
to purſue the Earl Botbwell and others for the 
t treaſonable Murder of the King your Majeſty's 
Huſband, to appear before your Highneſs's 
J]uſtice or his Deputies, in the Tolbooth of Edin- 
© burgh, the 12th Day of April Inſtant; the which 

© I aſſure your Majeſty I am not able to keep: 
For being at preſent on my Journey, with ſet pur- 

© pole and deliberate Mind to keep the fame, I 
* am fallen ſo ill that I can no Ways well travel; 
and, although I were able, I doubt not, but in 
* Conſideration of the Shortneſs of Time, and Im- 
portance of this great and weighty Matter, and 
< alſo in reſpect of ſundry other reaſonable Motives 
and Cauſes and appertaining to the ſame, your 

* Majeſty will bear with my beſeeching you moſt 

+ humbly, for the Sake of Juſtice and Righteouſ- 


* nels, 


R W „ 


(70) 
* neſs, and for your own Honour, being the prin- 
* cipal Party, that it will pleaſe your Majeſty, con- 
formable to my - ſeveral former Letters, your 
Highneſs would cauſe to be apprehended, and 
put into ſafe Keeping, the ſuſpected Perfons 
named in the ſame; your Majeſty avoiding their 
Company : For it was never heard of, but that in 
the Trial of ſuch an odious Fact, all ſuſpe&ted 
Perſons were always apprehended, what Degree 
ſoever they were of, ſuppoſing they not ouilty of 
the Fact, till the Matter was truly tried: And” 
alſo chat it would pleaſe your Majeſty to defer 
this Day of Law until any fuck reaſonable Time 
as I may convene my Friends for keeping the 
ſame, conformable to the Laws of this Realm, as 
your Majeſty ſhall appoint; but alſo that I may 
have ſufficient Time to ſearch and ſeek true 
Evidence at all Hands, and in all Parts, for Ma- 
nifeſtation of this moſt odions Crime, ſo I ſhall 
not fail, God willing, to keep that Time ap- 
pointed, and hope in God to bring with me fuch 
Proof as the Truth may be known; otherwiſe the 
ſuſpected Perſons continuing ftill at Liberty, By 
being great in Court and about e Majeſty's 
Perſon, comforts and encourages them and . 
and diſcourages all others that would give Evidence 
againſt them; ſo that if your Majelty ſuffers this 
ſhort Day of Law to go forward, after the Man- 
ner as is appointed, I aſſure your Majefty you 
will have no juſt Frial, as you would Ne here- 
after: And thus giving your why N lf mma 
Advice as I am able, for the ju Trial O this 
unnatural and cruel Fact, ſo fal as God gives me 
the Grace, according to my Duty, beſeeching 
alſo your Majeſty moſt humbly to grant me your 
high Commiſſion, to apprehend and take ſuch 
© Perſons as J thall get 9 of, that were 
| 6 prefent 
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671) 
eſent at the cruel Murder. I commit your 
Majeſty to the Protection of Almighty God. 
by i humbly beſeech your Majeſty to impute this 
Liberty to the Effect of your Highneſs's laſt 


Letter ſent unto me from Streveling, the 11th 
Day of April.” 


A K 6a 


Now although the foregoing Letters manifeſt a 
Reluctancy in Queen Mary to bring Bothwell to a 
Trial, at the Time and in the Manner propoſed by 
the Earl of Lenox; and the taking Advantage of 
the latter's Evidence not being ready prepared, in 
order to hurry the Trial over before the Meeting of 
Parliament, does not carry ſuch a good Aſpect as 


could be wiſhed, on ſo ſolemn an Occaſion; never- 


theleſs, this Proceeding out of Love to her Fa- 
vourite, cannot, in Fact, fix any Guilt on the 
Queen, as having been a Party concerned in the 
Murder : Neither do we find any dire& Proof 
thereof, but only Suſpicions, founded on her former 
Behaviour to the King, and her ſuppoſed Marriage 
to Bothwell,” ſo ſoon after his Death. For when 
Powry, Tallo, Dalgleiſh, and the other Regicides 
were at the Place of Execution, and on the Point 
of launching into Eternity, they declared, that as 
they expected to appear before God, they were ſo- 
lemnly told by Bothwell, that Morton and Murray 


were the Authors and Inventors of the King's 
Murder. 


Confinement in Denmark, during his being ſenſible, 


And even Bothwell, when in his diſmal 


often declared, that he had executed the whole 
Affair according to the Syſtem concerted by Mur- 
ray, Morton, Liddington, and himſelf ; always vin- 
dicatin 0g Queen Mary from having had any. Hand 
in or Knowledge of the Matter. 

Indeed, = Murray had got Queen Mary in 
Cuſtody in Lochlevin Caſtle, and Queen Elizabeth 
e herſelf to obtain her Liberty, 9 w | 

evera 


— atone 


(72) 

ſeveral ſcandalous Letters, Love- Songs, and other 
Papers expoſed, and ſaid to be ſuch as had paſſed 
between the Queen and Bothwell; and Duplicates 
thereof were ſent by Murray to the Court of London, 
to influence the Eugliſb Queen and Miniſtry againſt 
Queen Mary: Which Writings were ſaid to be 
taken in Botbwell's Silver-Box, that was found upon 
his Servant Dalgleiſh, when he was attempting to 
flee with it from Edinburgh Caſtle. Of theſe Let- 
ters Cecil made an Abſtract, which is to be found 
in the Paper-Office; and is entitled, Notes drawn 
forth of Queen Mary's Letters to Bothwell, Sc. 
It is written and marked with Cecil's own Hand, 
and theſe Notes or Extracts, if authentic, evince a 
Criminal Correſpondence to have been carried on 
between the Queen and Bothwell before the King's 
Death: But as the Originals were never tranſmitted 
to England, and it is "manifeſt that both Murray 
and Cecil were inveterate Enemies to the Queen of 
Scots, we ſhall not depend on the Teſtimony of theſe 
Letters; as we know not whether Forgery, which 
has often been uſed on leſs Occaſions, may not have 
been practiſed on this, eſpecially ſince Murray, as 
we {hall hereafter ſnew, was very dexterous in ſuch 
Affairs. And as none of the Regicides ever 
ventured to impeach the Queen of this Murder, 
although they declared other great Perſons to be 
concerned therein; and Bothwell always vindicating 
Queen Mary, to his laſt Moment, there appears 
great Probability of her being innocent: Or at 
leaſt, for want of more ſufficient Evidence than that 
of Nelſon and Symmonds, which is only founded on 
her having entruſted her own and Bothwel!'s Ser- 
vants with the Keys of the Houſe, we, at this 
Time of Day, mult Judge, the Matter to be 
dubious. 

But ſuppoſing it Fact, that Queen Mary was 
concerned in the Murder of Lord Darnley her 
Huſband, 


a — 
Huſband, we ſhall proceed to the Solution of our 
fourth Point, which is, to enquire, upon admitting 
ſuch a Suppoſition, How far this, and her after 
Marriage with Bothwell, could juſtify Queen Elixa- 
beth in detaining her Priſoner? The firſt Part of 
this Queſtion is partly reſolved already, in our An- 
ſwer to the Counteſs of Lenox 's Plea for the De- 


tainer of Queen Mary, at the End of our Solution 


of the ſecond Point propoſed to be examined. 
All that we have further to obſerve on this Head 
is, that we know not of any exiſtant Right, 
founded on the Law of Nations, whereby any So- 
vereign Power, or Crowned Head, has Authority 
to impriſon, try, arraign or puniſh another for 
Crimes or Miſdemeanors committed in their own 
Kingdom; and the eſtabliſhing ſuch a Precedent 
would be very dangerous to the mutual Peace, 
Union, and Tranquility of Kingdoms, as Subjects 
rarely want for Motives of Complaint againſt their 
Sovereigns; which, were they to be tried and ad- 
judged by other Powers, muſt introduce inevitable 
Confuſion among Nations. How far Lord Darn- 
l:y*'s being, or having been a Subject of England, 
may countenance Queen Elizabeth in this Affair, 
we ſhall not poſitively determine; but are apt to 
believe, all Civilians will allow, that by his Accep- 


tance of the Crown of Scotland he entirely renounced 


all Subjection to that of Englaud,——As for Queen 
Mary's Marriage with Bothwell, it could not in the 
leaſt juſtify Queen Elizabeth in her Proceedings, 
tho? it might fix ever ſo great a Mark of Ignominy 
on the Queen of Scots ; ſince Bothwell had been 
acquitted by a Jury (whether packed or not) of the 
Nobdility; and, after her former Huſband's Death, 
Queen Mary was certainly at Liberty to marry 
whom ſhe pleaſed : Therefore, this Marriage could 
be no juſt Motive for Elizabeib's detaining a Siſter 

| e N Queen, 


(74 ) 

Queen, and , preſumptive Heireſs to her Crown, a 
Priſoner in her Dominions. 

. Having thus adjuſted theſe four controverted 
Points, we hope, with ſuch Impartiality and Can- 
dour as will be agreeable to our unprejudiced 
Readers, we now find ourſelves obliged to trace 
Queen Mary's Hiſtory to a Period, before we can 
give.a juſt Solution to the two laſt Quotations, 
that we propoſed to ſolve. | 
When Lord Ferris found that his ſtrongeſt 
Solicitations could not prevail with Queen Elizabeth, 
to grant Mary Queen of Scots her Liberty, he 
pleaded hard to have the Regent Murray's holding 
any Parliament in Scotland prevented, 'till Matters 
between him and Queen Mary had a Hearing and 
were determined by Queen Elizabeth. But Murray 
was before-hand with him; and proceeded with ſuch 
Rapidity, that he held a Parliament on the 25th of 
June, 1568: Wherein he carried Things with ſuch 
Rigour, that Queen Mary's beſt Friends were exiled, 
their Eſtates ſeized on, and their Families ruined. 
Queen Elizabeth was ſo incenſed at this haughty 
Conduct of Murray, that ſhe ſent Diſpatches to him 
to appear at the City of York, and anſwer for his 
Conduct to Queen Mary, to ſuch Deputies as Queen 
Elizabeth ſhould appoint z ſignifying withal, that 
if he did not give juſt Reaſons for his Proceedings, 
ſhe would ſet Queen Mary at Liberty, and reſtore 
her to her Kingdom, with all the Force ſhe was 
Miſtreſs of. 

Murray, finding himſelf under a Neceſſity of 
obeying Queen Elizabetb's Injunctions, called a 
Parliament, and procured ſuch Commiſſioners to 
be joined with him, as he knew would ſuit his Pur- 
pole in meeting the Queen of England's Deputies ; 
and Queen Mary was allowed alſo to ſend her Com- 
miſſioners to York, to lay her Complaints againſt 
Murray, who were allowed the firſt _ = 

2 25 an 


o 


Murray was fully gratified, and Queen Mary con- 
| L ] 
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Rank in the Congreſs : And before they began td 


open the Caſe, they entered a ſolemn Proteſt, 


that her conſenting to lay the whole of her Treat- 


ment by Murray, before the Queen of England and 


her Council, ſhould by no Means be conſtrued as 
an Acknowledgment of her Subjection to the Crown ' 
of England, nor of being under their Sovereignty z 
but as a Teſtimony of her full Truſt and Confidence 
in the Friendſhip of Queen Elizabeth, from a firm 
Perſuaſion of that Queen's great Honour, Equity, 
and Regard, which ſhe had often, and particularly 
on this Occaſion, teſtified and repeated to the 
Diſtreſſed Mary Queen of Scotland. 

When the Enghþ Commiſſioners had heard both 
Parties, they made their Report to Queen Elixa- 
beth; and were ordered by her, to acquaint the 
Regent Murray, that ſhe was no Ways ſatisfied 
with his Conduct : And as ſhe thought his Reaſons 
were not ſufficient to juſtify the Severities exerciſed 


_ againſt Queen Mary, ſhe inſiſted that he, with 


ſome of the Queen's Deputies, ſhould repair to 


London, to give her a more Satisfactory Account 
of Particulars. | 


After a full Hearing on Murray's coming to 


London, Queen Elizabeth and her Council were 


puzzled how to Act: For though they were willing 
to have ſome Pretext for detaining Queen Mary 
Priſoner, yet as Murray and his Aſſociates could 
not offer any Thing Satisfactory in their own Vin- 
dication, the Queen of Exgland and her Council 
tor ſome Time ſhewed an open Diſpoſition to favour 


Queen Mary; and Queen Elizabeth reprimanded 


the Earl of Murray and his Adherents very ſharply 
for their Proceedings. But Murray, by ſome 
ſecret Arts, found Means to change the Inclinations 
and Affections of the Court of England to his own 
Side: When after ſome long Conferences, whereby 
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tinued in her Impriſonment, and he returned again 
into Scotland. Eb"; 

Before the Earl of Murray left England, he forged 
ſeveral Letters from Queen Mary, then Priſoner at 
Lord Scroop's at Bolton-Caſtle, and ſent them to 
the Earls of Huntley, Argyle, and others of her 
Majeſty*s Friends; ſo ordering the Matter as to 
have them intercepted, and Pot immediately to 
Queen Elizabeth, In theſe Letters he made her 
utter loud Complaints of the Uſage ſhe had met 
with from the Queen of England, and her Miniſtry ; 
and to endeavour to excite her Friends to take up 
Arms in her Cauſe, aſſuring them of Affiſtance 
from another Quarter. Campden obſerves that theſe 
Letters were never proved to be genuine and au- 
thentick ; nevertheleſs, they ſo much incenſed 
Queen Elizabeth, that from this Time ſhe was 
ready to receive any ill Impreſſions, Surmiſes, and 
falſe Informations againſt Mary Queen of Scots, 
who was ſoon after removed from Bolton-Caſtle to 
Tutbury, and there put into the Cuſtody of the 
Earl of Shrewſbury, ; 

Soon after his Return to Scotland, Murray found 
himſelf oppoſed in the Regency by the Duke of 
Hamilton ; who arrived from France, with full 
Power, ſigned by the Queen, to rake upon him 
the Government of the Kingdom in her Abſence : 
But Murray found Means to defeat all his Deſigns, 
and, at length, to take him and Lord. Herris Pri- 
ſoners. However, in a ſhort Time, the Haugh- 
tineſs of Murray procured him the Hatred of the 
Chief of the Nobility and Gentry in Scotland, who 
engaged one James Hamilton a Deſperado, that had 
been rendered implacable by Murray's ſevere Uſage 
to cut him off. Upon the 23d of January 1569-70, 
as Murray was riding through the Town of Lin- 
lithgaw, this Hamilton lay concealed in one of the 
Front Houſes of the principal Street, from whence 
£ 2 | i he 
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he fired a Muſket at the Regent and killed him on 
the Spot. And it is obſervable, that the Place 

from which Hamilton ſhot, had formerly been the 
Apartment of the late Jahn Hamilton Primate of 
St. Andrews, whom Murray had executed innocently 
for Receeding to the King's Murder, | 
This ſudden Event raiſcd the drooping Spirits 
of all the Queen's Party in Sco/land, and prepared 
Matters ripe for her Reſtoration : But ſhe, by the 
Advice of miſtaken and ill- conducted Councils, 
had involved herſelf in ſuch Difficulties as rendered 
it impoſſible for her Friends to do her any Service. 
The late Regent Murray, while in England, had 
ſecretly propoſed to the Duke of Norfelk for him 
to marry Queen Mary, and propoſed to do the 
utmoſt to promote it. He was a young Nobleman 
of a very large Eſtate and Influence, tho* a Roman 
Catholick ; of a mild, placable, humane and gene- 
rous Diſpoſition 3 and having no ambitious Deſigns, 
Was averſe to entering into any Broils or Troubles, 
but remained very ſtrict and true to the Religion he 
profeſſed, Murray's chief View in making this 
Overture, was to obtain a ſecret Confidence with 
the Duke, and diſcover his Deſigns and Affections, 
thereby to enſnare him: But his Grace foreſeeing 
the Danger of ſuch an Attempt at that Time, 
declined it. However, about this Juncture he was 
drawn in to hearken to it by the Management of 
the Biſhop of Roſs, Liddington, and Throgmorton, 
being alſo ſtrongly preſſed thereto by the Earl of 
Leiceſter, with the Concurrence of the Lords Pem- 
broke, Arundel, and Dacres, the Earl of Leiceſter 
engaging to procure Queen Elizabeth's Conſent 
thercunto: But as Leiceſter never attempted to make 
good his Promiſe, and the Matter reached Queen 
Hligabelh's Ears ſhe ſeverely reprimanded the Duke, 
wha thereupon diſcloſed Leiceſter's Conduct in the 
£itair, and aſſured her that he would never more 
| | have 


8 — 
<< x, 


r TJ — — 
ad a —— 
. 3 - . . 
agg Fo — = ox © EOSIN r es EET BY K 


(678) 
have any further Concern with Mary or her Party; 
and immediately retired from Court to his Seat in 
the Country: But being adviſed by ſome Friends 
to return to London again, he was ſoon afterwards 
apprehended and ſent Priſoner to the Tower: 
However, through the Intereſt of Sir William Cecil 
and Walſingbam, who knew the Duke's generous 
and honeſt Diſpoſition, he was ſet at Liberty, after 
ſuffering ſome Months Confinement. | 

Norfolk, after his Releaſement, found himſelf ſo 
much ſlighted by the Court, that he was not even 
ſummoned to Parliament like other Peers, which 
Uſage he reſented very highly; and this Treatment, 
drove him upon the dangerous Expedient of enter- 
ing into a freſh Correſpondence with Queen Mary; 
which was carried on by the Means of one Rido/- 
Pbus, who was ſecret Agent from the Pope, France, 
and Spain, to Queen Mary. Ridolphus conveyed 
leveral Letters to him from the Queen, and her 
Manner of Writing, entirely captivated the Duke's 
Affections; and engaged him to. place himſelf at 
the Head of a Conſpiracy for Releaſing her : But 
being betrayed by his Secretary, the Letters between 
him and Queen Mary were ſeized, and his Grace 
was again committed to the Tower. Here he re- 
mained Priſoner for above four Months, and was 
then brought to a Trial, for holding a Treaſon- 
able Correſpondence with Mary Queen of Scots, 
and the Queen of England's inveterate Enemies at 
Home and Abroad; being found guilty, was 
beheaded on Tower-Hill; greatly lamenting his being 
ſeduced by Ridolphus's cunning Arts, and Queen 
Mary's winning Behaviour, to enter into a Con- 
ſpiracy for procuring her Liberty, contrary to his 
former ſolemn Engagements to Queen Elizabeth. 

The Diſcovery of Norfolk*s Plot, gave the Queen 
of England a thorough Inſight into Queen Mary's 
Intrigues and Confederacies for regaining uy Li- 
oF 5 | erty > 
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berty: Whereupon, ſhe was, for the more Security, 
| ſent from Coventry, whether ſhe had been removed 
from Tutbury, to Chatſworth in Derbyſhire; and 
ordered to be cloſely confined in Cuſtody of the Earl 
of Devonſhire, the Earl of Shrewſbury, being weary 
of his Attendance, and the Care and Overſight of 
her, deſiring to be diſcharged, 
During this Time, the Earl of Lenox had been 
made Regent in Scotland; but, through the In- 
fluence of the Engliſh Miniſtry at the Court of Lon- 
don, he was cut off in about a Twelve- month: And 
the Earl of Mar ſucceeded him, who died with 
Grief, in thirteen Months after his coming to the 
Regency. After which, the Earl of Morton ob- 
tained the Government, and was Regent almoſt 
four Years; when, by the Inſtigation of the Earls 
of Argyle and Athol, he was diveſted of his Poſt, 
and King James the VIth aſſumed the Government 
of the Kingdom, in the 12th Year of his Age: 
Sometime afrer which, Morton was brought to the 
Block for Male-Adminiſtration, and confeſſed at 
his Execution, that Bothwell had tampered and 
dealt with him earneſtly about Killing King Henry. 
Thus Juſtice, by ſome Means or other, over- 
took all the Conſpirators, that had been engaged in 
that horrid Murder. 
But to return to Queen Mary : About two Years 
before the Duke of Norfolk's firſt Commitment to 
the Tower, the Earl of Leiceſter had ſent her fix 
Articles of a Treaty, for her Liberty and Reſto- 
ration : Giving out that they we approved of by 
the Queen of England, and her Privy-Council. 
To theſe Articles Queen Mary readily agreed ; and 
the laſt of them ſpecified, That ſhe ſhould take 
ſome Engliſb Peer for a Huſband, mentioning par- 
ticularly the Duke of Norfolk, which Queen Mary 
underſtood was done by the Queen of England's 
Approbation, However, as her Compliance was 


von- 
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conſtructed by the Court of London to be a Sub- 
miſſion by Force, it was ſet aſide, and Queen Mary 
denied her Liberty. Again, in 1370, Queen Eli- 
zabeth ſent Cecil and Sir Walter Mildmay to the 


Queen of Scots with different Articles: In which, 


among other Things, it was modeſtly required of 
her, that the young King of Scotland, her Son, 
ſhould be put under the Guardianſhip of the Court 
of London; that ſome of the moſt important For- 
treſſes in Scotland ſhould be delivered up to the 
Engliſh ; and that ſeveral of the chief Nobility of 
Scotland, ſhould be ſent as Hoſtages into England, 
for the Performance of the Stipulations ; but theſe 
Articles being too hard to be digeſted, were abſo- 
lutely rejected by Queen Mary's Deputies. 

After the Beheading of the Duke of Norfolk, 
Queen Mary led a very mournful Life, in cloſe 
Confinement, and ſadly afflicted on Account of her 


having been the Occaſion of bringing that fine young 


Nobleman to the Block: Though ſhe ſtrongly 
vindicated herſelf to the Deputies ſent to examine 
her, by Queen Elizabeth, from having had any 
Hand in the Conſpiracy that had been carried on 
by the Prieſts and Jeſuits againſt her ; inſomuch, 
that even the Commiſſioners could find nothing 
whereon to lodge ſuch an Imputation againſt Queen 
Mary. In 1574, Queen Elizabeth again tampered 
with Queen Mary, by offering her Articles for her 
Liberty and Reſtoration ; but the Clamour of the 
Proteſtant Clergy, together with the ſeizing Creigh- 


ton a Romiſb Prieſt, on board a Ship, with ſome 
treaſonable Papers, entirely ſet aſide this laſt Treaty, 


when it was upon. the. Point of being ratified and 
confirmed by both Queens, and the greateſt Har- 
mony eſtabliſhed between them. | | 
The Papers that were ſeized, diſcovered a new 
Deſign formed by the Pope, Spain, and the Guiſes, 
to invade England; where their Endeavours * de- 
os | | ſtroy 
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ſtroy Queen Elizabeth were to be ſeconded by à 
Conſpiracy, at the Head of which was one Babing- 
ton, who had engaged fix Aſſaſſins, by Oath, to cut 
off the Queen of England. 

Malſingbam and Cecil ſuffered this Plot to go on, 
till they had detected all the Chiefs concerned; and 
made a full Diſcovery of Queen Mary's Confederacy 
with them, by the Means of Nawe and Curl, her 
Majeſty's Secretaries, whom they engaged to betray 
their Royal Miſtreſs, as Camden acknowledges; 
when they ſtopt ſnort upon them, and brought the 
Conſpirators to the Puniſhment they merited for ſo 
bloody an Enterprize. Queen Mary, for the 


greater Safety, was committed to Fotheringay- 


Caſtle, in Cuſtody of Sir Amias Pawlet and 
Sir Drew Drewry; the former of which treated 
her with as much Severity as if ſhe had been the 
meaneſt, and moſt abject Criminal. 

Not long after, a ſpecial Commiſſion paſſed the 
Great Seal of England, for bringing her to a Trial 


for High-Treaſon, and the Commiſſioners ſat ac- 


cordingly on OZober the 11th, 1576. When the 
cheif Evidence againſt her, was the Confeſſion of 


Babington, at his Trial, and at the Place of Ex- 


ecution 3 wherein he owned, that he had received 
many Letters from Queen Mary, by the Hands of 
her two Secretaries. The other Evidences were 
Nawe and Curl, her Secretaries ; the firſt a French- 
man, the other Scotch, both of whom had been cor- 
rupted by Walſing ham and Cecil: And though all 


the Proofs againſt Queen Mary did not amount ta 


a full Evidence of her having any Knowledge, 
Notice of, or Concern in the Deſigns carrying on 
againſt Queen Elizabeth, nevertheleſs the Com- 
miſſioners brought her in Guilty of High-Treaſon. 
On their Return to London, a Parliament was called, 
which not only ratified the Sentence, but likewiſe 
ordered it to be put in Execution without Delay. 
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Wherefore, on the 25th of O#ober, Sites" of 
Death was pronounced by the Commiſſion, againſt 
Mary, in the Star- Chamber, at Weſtminſter. a 

Queen Mary finding Things go ſo hard againſt 
her, as that her Life was now at the Mercy of 
Queen Elizabeth, wrote a long Declaration to her 
on. the 19th of December following; wherein ſhe 


fully denied having had the leaſt Concern or Know- 


ledge, much leſs giving Approbation to any Deſign 
of cutting off Queen Elizabeth. But notwirh- 
ſtanding all Mary's Efforts, Queen Elizabeth being 
prefled : and importuned by Wal/ingham, Cecil, and 
the Scotch Proteſtants, was, at length, prevailed on 


to ſign the Dead- Warrant, though with great Re- 


luctaney; delivering it to her Secretary Davidſo:, 
with a ſtrict Charge not to put it into Execution 
till farther Orders. However, by the Violence of 
the Earls of Leiceſter and Kent, together with the 
Arts of Walſingbam and Cecil, the Warrant was 


executed, and Mary Queen of Scots beheaded at 


Fotberingay-Caftle on the 8th Day of February, 
1377, to the great Surprize, Sorrow, and irrede- 
miable Reproach of Queen Flizabeth. King 
James the VIth, then in ſtriẽt Union and Alliance 
with England, made the ſtrongeſt Supplications, by 
his Ambaſſadors, at the Court of London, to have 
his Mother's Life ſpared; ſolemnly promiſing to 
give the beſt Securities, that neither himſelf nor 
Queen Mary, ſhould ever attempt any Thing to 
the Prejudice or Hurt of Queen Elizabeth or Eng- 
Zand, but to live, for the future, in ſtrict Friend- 
ſhip. "However, all his Entreaties would not pre- 
vail, or even obtain having the Execution of the 
Queen, his Mother, reſpited. 

Thus fell Mary Queen of Scots, in the 46th Year 
of her Age, -though ſtrongly interceeded for by 
the Courts of France, Spain, and other Foreign 
Powers: Behaving at the Place of Execution wa 

the 
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the greateſt Decency, and moſt Heroic and Chri- 
ſtian Spirit to the laſt; ſtrongly aſſerting her Inno- 
cence with Intrepidity z and with the greatelt Com- 
poſure, Majeſty, and heroic Reſolution, . ſhe un- 
dauntedly mer her Puniſhment and Death.” 

Having given this ſhoct Abſtract of the Hiſtory 
of this unhappy Queen, the Particulars of whoſe 
Reign would fill a large Volume, we {hall now” 
proceed to reſolve the two laſt Points that we pro- 
poſed to enquire into. The firſt of which is, How 
far the Trial, Condemnation, and Execution of 
Queen Mary, by the Government of England, was 
juſtifiable by the Law of Nations? — We have 
already proved that the detaining her Priſoner in 
England, on her flying hither for Shelter from her 
rebellious Subjects, was a violent, arbitrary, and, 
we believe, unprecedented Act; contrary to the 
Faith of Princes, and to Royal Honour and Ve- 
racity. And if Mary, in this diſmal Situation, 
found herſelf obliged to make uſe of any extraor- 
dinary Meaſures to gain her Liberty, or die in the 
Attempt; the Miniſtry of England, by their un- 
warrantable and inconſiſtent Behaviour to her, after 
Confinement, were anſwerable for all the Conſe- 
quences, by driving her to fuch a hard Dilemma. 
Her being acceſſary to Zabington's Plot was never 
proved, nor is it even inſiſted upon by Engliſh 
Hiſtorians, farther than conjectural Suppoſitions 
and Inferences. And had ſhe been etigaged in that 
Conſpiracy, nevertheleſs, it could not be conſtrued 

as High-Treaſon againſt Queen Elizabeth; Mary 
bei not a Subject of England, but an abſolute 
Sovereign Queen, though unjuſtly ſtript of her 
Regal Authority; and her Sovereignty was aC- 
knowledged by the Engliſh Ambaſſador's refuling 
to attend or give Sanction to the Coronation of 
James the VIth, during his Mother's Life-time. 


NO did the Engliſh Miniſtry, in all their Pro- 
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ceedings, pretend to treat with or judge her as a 
rivate Perſon; but conſidered her in Quality of a 
neck, though they uſed, tried, and condemned 
her as a Criminal. Suppoſing that Mary had pro- 
jected ſome violent Efforts for the Recovering her 
Liberty, 1t was no more than what is common with 
all Princes and States at War with each other : 
They do their utmoſt to annoy and weaken their 


Enemy; and Mary can be conſidered in no other 


State, ſince England uſed her as an Enemy, by the 
unjuſt Detention of her Perſon, and by breaking off 
all Treaties with her, without any manifeſt Reaſon 
for ſo doing. And being an independent Sovereign, 
arbitrarily confined in the Dominions of another, 
her Trial and Condemnation by an inferior Court, 
to whoſe Authority ſhe was not ſubjected by the 
Law of Nations, muſt needs be a manifeſt Viola- 
tion of that Law; and the putting her to Death, 
one of the _— Infringements upon the Rights 
of Sovereign Power, that ever happened. 

As to our laſt Queſtion, which is, Whether 


Queen Ehzabeth was actually conſenting to the 


Death of Queen Mary, and how far Malice and 
female Emulation, as well as true Policy, deter- 
mined her in that Event? We believe the Solution 
will be very eaſy to every Reader, who has peruſed 
the foregoing Abſtract of the Life of Queen Mary 


with Attention. But leſt it ſhould not, we ſhall 


here obſerve, that Queen Elizabeth's Jealouſy of 
Mary's ſuperior Charms, Attractions, and perſonal 
Addreſs, appeared evidently in two Inſtances, viz. 


Firſt, In Elizabeth's diverting her from marrying 


the Arch-Duke of Auſtria; and, Secondly, In re- 
fuſing her Permiſſion to come to London, to defend 


Her Cauſe perſonally, though her great Enemy, 
the Earl of Murray, was allowed that Indulgence. 
This Manner of Proceeding was ſo far from being 


juſt, that there is no Court in the World, but 
1 eee where 
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where, if one Party is admitted to make perſonal 


Appearance, the ſame is granted to the other. 
But to whatever Height Envy, or female Pride, 
may have influenced Queen Elizabeib's Conduct, 
yet we muſt do her the Juſtice to acknowledge, that 
her Conſent to Queen Mary's Death was excited 
by the Reformed Scotch, who e ver believe 
their Religion in Safety, while their Queen ed: 
And Elizabeth's ſetting her Hand to the Warrant 
for Mary's Execution, appears not to be done 
voluntarily; but that ſhe was compelled thereunto, 
to appeaſe the Violence of a Faction then ſubſiſting 
in her Privy- Council. Neither can we credit, that 
ſhe ever deſigned to have the Warrant put in Ex- 
ecution, as ſhe often, when uninfluenced by Pre- 
poſſeſſions, ſhewed the greateſt Commiſeration for 


the hard Circumſtances of Mary Queen of Scots; 


and gave ſuch a ſtrict Charge to Davidſon not to 
7 on the Warrant, *till further Orders; 
ikewiſe, the deep Contrition which ſhe afterwards 


ſhewed, for the Part ſhe had acted in that Tragedy, 


fully evinces ſne had no Deſign to deprive Mary of 
Life, whatever ſhe might have with regard to keep - 
ing her a Priſoner. e 


From what has been obſerved in the foregoing 


Enquiry, it will not be difficult to draw a juſt 


Sketch of the true Characters of both Queens. 
Mary Queen of Scots appears to have been exceed- 


ing Handſome, Eloquent, Polite, Witty, and En- 


gageing; nay even Prudent, when left to follow 
her own Meaſures; to have been of an eaſy, affable, 
mild Diſpoſition, but rather of too amorous a Con- 
ſtitution, which very much contributed to her 
Ruin. And the Courage with which ſhe ſupported 
her Misfortunes, ſhewed her to be endued with all 
the heroic Fortitude becoming a crowned Head. 


Queen 
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Queen Elizabeth was of a more manly Complexion, 
and robuſt Conſtitution: She was Learned, but not 
Eloquent, and her Behaviour was too robuſt to 
come within any Degree of Politeneſs. Her per- 
ſonal Addreſs was no ways engageing, tho' in her 
Letters ſne could ſooth and flatter, with Abundance of 
Art; but, notwithſtanding, ſhe was difficult of Ac- 
ceſs. By all her Actions, ſhe appears to have been a 
haughty, violent, maſculine Spirit; yet, neverthe- 


leſs, at Times, ſhe had her ſofter Moments, wherein 


ſhe could unveil her Pity, Love, Compaſſion, and 
all other tender Emotions of a Female Breaſt. Her 
Courage is unqueſtionable, and her Wiſdom, Con- 
duct, and Prudence, would have ſhone much 
brighter, had ſhe not been over-ruled by a power- 
1 Faction in her Cabinet. 


3 thin the while: it is manifeſt; that Mary Queen 
> Scots was much to blame, bach in the Liberties 
with which ſhe indulged her Favourite Rizio, and 
the violent Reſentment that ſhe ſhewed at his bein 
aſſaſſinated. Neither can her continual Neglect 0b 
ratifying the Treaty of Edinburgh be well excuſed, 
as ſhe had ſolicited Queen Elizabeth to undertake 
the Mediation of it. Her ſcreening of Bothel! 


had no very good Aſpect, and her, After-Marriage 


with him, gave the World too much Room to cen- 
ſure her Conduct. But, notwithſtanding this, her 
Behaviour to the Court of England was no ways 
ſuch as could afford any juſt Cauſe for uſing her in 
ſuch a cruel Manner, and, at laſt, Patin her to 
a violent Death. 

Both Queens were too much bigotted to their 


different Principles of Religion, ever to entertain a 


ſincere Friendſhip for each other; and deſigning 


Men took Advantage of this Prepoſſeſſion on both 
oe 87 to raiſe ſuch Feuds and Broils as were ſub- 


ſervient 
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ſervient to their. own ſiniſter Purpöſes. Murray, 
under the Pretence of Reformation, embroiled his 
Country, dethroned his Sovereign Queen and Siſter, 
and, at laſt, drove her to thoſe Extremities in 
which ſhe loſt her Life. | 

This certainly was not according to the Chriſtian 
Religion which is truly Innocent, Juſt and Equitable, 
promotes Good, and injures none, not even Enemies; 
which ſtrictly enjoins Obedience to Sovereigns and 
Magiſtrates, and forbids the Effuſion of Blood on 
any Account, much more the embroiling whole 
Nations, for to gratify ambitious Deſires. Where- 
fore it is evident, that Religion was not the real 
Guide and Conductor of the Managers in theſe 
Times; but was made a Cloke, to hide and excuſe 
their iniquitous Proceedings. It likewiſe appears, 
that Queen Elizabeth never thoroughly forgave 
Mary tor aſſuming the Title of Queen of England; 
and that ſhe reſcnted it too violently by detaining 
her a Priſoner, partly on that Account, notwith- 
ſtanding the moſt ſolemn Promiſes of Friendſhip, 
Equity, and Hoſpitality, However, in this Vio- 
lation of her Faith and Honour, as well as in moſt 
of her Actions, Queen Elizabeth, was too much 
inflyenced by a cunning and deſigning Adminiſtra- 
tion, wWwhoa knew how to play upon her generous 
Soul, that never was guilty of an unkind or un- 
faithful Ackion, unleſs drove to it by ſome artful 
Miniſter of State or evil Counſellor. All the Pro- 
ceedings of the Court of London againſt Queen 
Mary, were founded upon an imaginary Superi- 
ority, that they conceived England to have over 
Scotland, though this pretended Power was never 
granted by the latter ; neither could it be made ap- 
val either from the Law of Nature, the Law of 

ations, the Roman Law, nor from any Contracts, 


Treaties, or Covenants ſubſiſting between _ two 
Ing 
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